WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd February 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof
[bookmark: _Hlk89772086][bookmark: _Hlk95297498]Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill, (Chairman); Mrs S Brown (Vice Chair); Mrs M Peters; Mr S Parsons; Ms T Jones; Mr J Swift and Mr J Beschizza.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Mr B Garden gave apologies prior to the meeting.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
None. 
3. Public Participation

Councillor Mr Avtar Sandhu MBE. 
The Chairman introduced Cllr Sandhu and welcomed him as the newly elected Councillor for Kent County Council Wilmington Division. 

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Vice Chair announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st January 2022 were approved.
(b) Salary Increases 2022/23
[bookmark: _Hlk93926198]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(c) [bookmark: _Hlk94084441]Clerk 

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(d) Capacity Building Fund

It was noted that the bid for a replacement and additional bench was successful with £1,790 due to be awarded. 

It was further noted since the agenda was written that the additional bid made to Dartford Borough Council’s Green Fund for £1,513 for the replacement tree in the village centre and also Chestnut Grove was successful and payment of £1,513.00 had been received. [NB]

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects 

Councillor Parsons asked for an update on the Kier Project and stated that he was available to meet with the team if required. 
Councillor Pickersgill gave thanks to Councillor Parsons and advised that at present the project was on hold and Councillor Brown would update Full Council in the following months. [AP]

(b) Parish Highways Improvement Plan (ongoing)

It was noted Councillor Swift is due to meet with KCC Senior Project Manager on 9th February 2022 and will report back to Council with an update at the March Meeting. [NB]

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair- 

Following a discussion Councillor Pickersgill put himself forward and also confirmed that Dartford Borough Councillor Ellenor Palmer was happy to be a representative for the Fair Committee. Council agreed and the Clerk was advised to update Chair of the Fair Committee Ann Hambridge with the details. [AP]

Parish Initiative Calendar- 

Following a verbal update from the Chairman it was noted that the Parish Council would like to launch an internal calendar highlighting various initiatives throughout the year. The Chairman asked Full Council for any ideas such as The Queens Jubilee Celebrations and advised that the Clerk would send out an email following the Meeting asking for ideas to be brought to the March Meeting for discussion. [AP]  

Wilmington Spring Clean 2022- 

The date confirmed for the Wilmington Spring Clean was noted as being 12th March 2022 and arrangements had been made for teas and coffee’s to be served in the Memorial Hall following the litter pick. [NB]

(b) Parish Communication

It was noted that the Clerk is currently reviewing the Broadband and Phone package for the Pavilion with the addition of a Mobile Phone for the Clerk when away from the office. 
It was further noted that the Clerk had set up an answerphone facility on the line at the pavilion. [AP]

(c) Powder Mill Lane

It was noted that DBC Waste Team were in the process of clearing the rubbish items and Kent Police were aware of the abandoned vehicle and that The Environmental Enforcement Team were looking at erecting a fly tipping sign near to the barrier and monitor the area and if the problems persist consider installing a Camera. 

It was further noted that Cllr Sandhu has been in communications with DBC and the Police as this is an ongoing issue in this area.
The Police have agreed to keep an eye on the area and carry out extra patrols. [NB]

9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. DA/22/00012/FUL- Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, 1A Alfan Lane, Wilmington
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a 4 bedroom dwelling and detached garage (incorporating refuse store) and amenity space provision
Comments submitted 19/01/22- Subject to DBC Tree Officer confirming that the revised positioning of the building poses no risk to adjacent trees, no comment

ii. DA/22/00039/FUL- 100 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey front extension, first floor rear extension with window in rear roof elevation to provide additional rooms in the roof space
[bookmark: _Hlk93929988]No comments/ observations

iii. DA/21/01874/FUL- 71 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey lean-to rear and side extension and ancillary alterations to include: demolition of existing concrete garage in garden, internal layout changes, new lean-to porch roof, removal of tile hanging and replacement with white render and new dropped kerb onto new porous paving driveway
No comments/ observations

iv. DA/21/01889/FUL- 73 Norfield Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear extension
Comments submitted 19/01/22- To maintain the semi-detached nature of the street scene and avoid the risk of a terraced scene, the Parish Council suggests that the frontage of the development is set back from the current building line, and not just the first floor.

v. DA/21/01763/FUL- 17 Birchwood Road
Demolition of existing shed and erection of a detached wooden outbuilding on top of existing concrete base to be used for storage or games room (retrospective application)
[bookmark: _Hlk95301128]No comments/ observations

vi. DA/22/00047/FUL- 54 Broad Lane, Wilmington
Raising height and replacement of roof for proposed loft conversion comprising 2 No. flat roof dormers to front and rear elevations, first floor rear extension and single storey rear and side extensions. Alterations to porch. New windows and doors, rendered elevations and various internal and external refurbishment. Alterations to create in/out driveway as previously approved.
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/00019/TPO- 28,29,30 & 32 The Spires, Wilmington
Application for: No. 28: Tree 'A' in the hedgerow: Remove significant deadwood. Cotinus: Reduce back to approx boundary line to remove overhang to the seating area. Tree 'B' Scots Pine: Remove low branch x2 heading to park boundary. Remove small branch close to house roof / gutter. Remove significant dead wood. No. 29. Tree 'C' Scots Pine: Reduce lower branch by approx 1.5m to allow more light into property and garden. Remove small branches close to the house. Remove significant dead wood No. 30 Tree 'D' Scots Pine: Reduce low branch(es) by approx 1 to 1.5m. Remove significant deadwood. No. 32 Tree 'E' Scots Pine: Circled green on photo - Remove small branch towards the house (over the fig tree) Circled yellow - Remove small branch. Circled in red - to be left alone. all subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 2012
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/22/00041/VCON- Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road
Application for variation of condition 2 of planning permission DA/19/00346/FUL in respect of new windows to side elevation and loft room with rooflights to pitched roof and provision of rooms within roof space
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/21/01707/FUL- 14 High Road, Wilmington
Proposed demolition and reformation of the existing ground floor extension to provide for a two storey extension, garage conversion to an annex including single storey front extension with raised patio to the rear with privacy screen which will be ancillary to the main home and the formation of a detached garage.
Comments submitted 9/02/22- The proposed garage, being of a size, height and depth far greater than that normally associated with a private dwelling garage in this area and, being positioned at the front of the site, it would be a prominent overbearing feature and hence have an adverse effect on the street scene.

10. Chairman’s Updates

Councillor Pickersgill read out an email from Ann Allen son thanking the Council for the naming of the allotments to Ann Allen Allotments. [NB]

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor Beschizza noted that the Wilmington Country Market had been relaunched as ‘Wilmington Village Market’ with Councillor Jones noting the time had changed from 9-11 to 10-12. The Clerk advised that she’d promote the market on the Council’s website and Facebook Page and the Council would offer any support that it could. [AP]

Councillor Beschizza advised all Members that the Wilmington Parochial Charity is available for grants to parishioners in need of financial assistance and to contact the society for more information if required. [NB]

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/21/01722/FUL- 210 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
ii. DA/2101561/FUL- 3 Hook Green Farm Lane
iii. Permission granted
iv. DA21/01744/FIL- 4 Martin Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
v. DA/21/00968/FUL- Adj 18 Fearnheath Way
Permission refused
vi. DA/21/01036/FUL- Burnt Oak House, Rowhill Road
Permission refused
vii. DA/21/01708/TPO- Wilmington Manor, Common Lane
Consent granted
viii. DA/21/01622/LDC- 46 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Certified Lawful 
ix. DA/21/01789/FUL- 194 & 196 Birchwood Road
Permission refused
x. DA/21/01842/TDA- Barn End Lane (West of 1&2 Brewers Field
Permission refused
xi. DA/21/01809/FUL- 34 Squires Way, Wilmington
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

None 

The following publications were available to any Member on request –
Clerks and Council Direct
The Clerk Magazine



[bookmark: _Hlk89774838]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.45pm
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