WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: S Brown (Chair); D Pickersgill; B Garden; J Beschizza; J Swift; M Peters; S Parsons; T Jones (Vice Chair); D Mann
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Cllr Pickersgill declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 9 (iv) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation
None  
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th October 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st October 2022 were approved.
7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park

The Clerk advised that she was waiting on further information and subject to budgetary requirements, information would be brought back to Council in due course.

No other suggestions were made. 

(b) Pavilion Roof

Following receipt of briefing paper prepared by Cllr Mann and a verbal discussion between all Members it was agreed that a specialist should be consulted with a view of an inspection to take place. Cllr Mann advised that he would need to declare a pecuniary interest as he was known to the company due to be consulted. Cllr Mann also asked that the Parish Groundsman checked the current thickness of the insulation currently in place.
Cllr Brown stated that the Council has a duty towards its employees to ensure that they are kept safe. 

(c) Oakfield Park Nature Trail

It was noted that works have commenced on the trail and the next stage is to order some bark and cut back some of the overgrown areas.
Thanks was given to the Parish Groundman for already completing some of the repairs. 

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives (Ongoing)

Pre School Allotment- Launching Autumn 2022. Facebook appeal for gardening equipment, pots etc continues.

Benches in Oakfield Park- No update, to be replaced as and when required.

Ann Allen Memorial Bench- Awaiting quote and timeframe from contractor.

Queens Green Canopy- Commencing early 2023.

Wooden and Concrete Bollards- Awaiting quotes from potential contractors.

Scary Scarecrow Competition- Closed 31st October 2022. Cllrs voted and agreed x2 vouchers of £50 and x3 vouchers of £20 would be given. Photo’s of the top two entries to be posted on the Councils social media pages. 

(b) New Initiatives- 

Community Gathering-

To give feedback and thanks to the community.
Date of 26th January 2023 was proposed and provisionally agreed. 
Budget £500 agreed.
The Clerk agreed to investigate all matters with the assistance of the Chair and come back to Full Council with all details at the December Meeting for approval. 

No other ideas from Members.

(c) Ann Allen Allotments at Oakfield Park

It was noted that all renewals had been issued for tenancies 2022-2023 and vacant plots offered. 

9. [bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/22/01154/FUL- 84 Fearnheath Way, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey side and rear entry
Comments- In view of the loss of a garage, the Council requests condition that 2 car parking spaces be retained forever in front garden.

ii. DA/22/01174/FUL- 77 Norfield Road
Demolition of existing garage and conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension and front porch
Comments- The Parish Council notes that with a shared drive between No 77 and No 79, the removal of the garage at the rear will result in there being no onsite parking, hence requests that consideration be given to the provision of 1 car parking space at the front of the building.

iii. DA/22/01157/TRCON- St Michaels Church, Church Hill
Notification for G1 - Group of three Horse chestnut trees on the front boundary: Reduce two trees closest to Church by no more than 3m leaving as many water shoots as possible to help re-establish crown following pruning works; Reduce third tree by no more than 2m; this is a staggered re pollarding process to re-establish larger pollard points over the next decade within Church Hill Conservation Area
No comments/ observations

iv. [bookmark: _Hlk119497120]DA/22/01161/FUL- 31 Whitehead Close, Wilmington
Erection of a front porch
No comments/ observations

v. DA/22/01200/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached double garage to front garden. 
Comments- While the Parish Council notes the reduced height compared to the height of the similar(refused) application, 22/00571/FUL, it is considered that with the bulk of the roof structure and the closeness of the garage to the front of the site, there remains an unacceptable loss to the openness of the street scene in this area of Birchwood Road.

vi. DA/22/01216/FUL- 20 Appleton Drive, Wilmington
Provision of dormer window in rear elevation, dormer windows and roof light in front elevation in connection with providing additional rooms in roof space.
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/00338/FUL- 144 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing house and erection of a 4 bedroom house with attached garage and outbuilding
Comments- Following the availability of the street scene at the end of the long private track leading up to the application site, the Parish now wishes to record the following concern.  As the frontage of the adjacent chalet bungalow, 144a, will be directly facing, and very close to the bulk of the side elevations of this full height house replacement of a bungalow, the Parish believes that there will be an unacceptable degree of overbearing, a possible loss of light to all windows at the front of 144a, collectively creating a negative impact on the living conditions within 144a.

viii. DA/22/01199/FUL- 3 Church Field, Wilmington
Conversion of a garage to a bedroom
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/22/01219/FUL- Burnt Oak House, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing dwelling and two outbuilding and the erection of a replacement two storey detached dwelling house
No comments/ observations

x. DA/22/01253/TPO- Paxwood House, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Application for T1 mature Sweet Chestnut tree-Selectively prune back the upper canopy to leave a clearance from any part of the building of 2.5 metres, to remove those branches that are now touching the roof line; T2 mature Oak tree- Lift the lower canopy and prune back those limbs that are now touching the roof to leave a clearance of 2.5 metres; T3 mature Plane tree-Selectively prune the low hanging branches on the roof side to leave a clearance of 3 metres, from those branches that are close to and now touching the roof; T4 mature Oak tree (with large storm damaged limb) - Completely remove the low, hanging, storm damaged branch and clean up the remaining stub, deadwood the remaining tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 1978
No comments/ observations


xi. DA/22/01252/FUL- Roman House, 91 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey front extension and part two/part single storey rear extension with Juliette balcony, alterations to and raising height of roof for provision of roof lights rear and side roof slopes in connection with providing additional room(s) in the roof space
Comments- The Parish Council notes that this application extends the ground floor of approved application 22/01043/FUL to the same length and incorporates floor layout identical to that of the approved single story extension 22/00631/FUL.  Consequently, the Parish Council requests that, should the application be approved, all conditions within application 22/00631/FUL relating to window glazing and the use of the flat roof be retained 
10. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chairman’s Updates

The Chair gave the following updates-
Wilmington in Bloom 2023- The Parish will be looking to plant wildflower seeds in some DBC and KCC grass verges. The Clerk has applied for permission and is awaiting a response. 

Southeast in Bloom 2023- Flower Baskets to be entered into 2023 competition.

Powder Mill Lane- The Parish Groundsman, Cllr Brown and Cllr Parsons met with DBC at Powder Mill Lane to look at ongoing issues. Although not directly in the Parish Boundary the Parish have offered support and assistance where possible.

Advertising Van- Church Hill. It was reported to DBC who are taking the relevant action to have the van removed.

Land in Barn End Lane is up for sale.

Budget 2023- Any suggestions for projects/ spending to be put forward. Parish Calendar includes a number of events to be considered.

Increased Crime in area near Christmas time- be vigilant and the Clerk and Chair will share information from Kent Police on the Council’s social media pages

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Cllr Garden proposed a funding request towards the cost of a defibrillator outside the library in Joydens Wood.
Although not within the Parish Boundary the area is well used by Parish residents.
Cllr Garden will investigate further and report back to Full Council for a discussion at a future meeting.

Cllr Pickersgill gave an update on Wilmington Village Fair noting that the final meeting was due to take place on 8th November where the charities would be decided and reported back to the Clerk for distribution. 

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/22/00838/FUL- Rear of 66 & 68 Joydens Wood Rd
Permission refused
ii. DA/20/01286/FUL- Invicta Coop Foodstore, 5-7 Hawley Road
Permission granted
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk116994805]DA/22/00944/FUL- Greenwood Manor, Rowhill Road
Permission granted
iv. DA/22/00943/FUL- Greenwood Manor, Rowhill Road
Permission refused
v. DA/22/00980/FUL- 4 Taylor Row, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/22/01043/FUL- Roman House, 91 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None  

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, the receipt of National Highways and Transport- Public Satisfaction survey was noted.
ii. Having been circulated to Members, the receipt of Kent Highways Forward Works Programme was noted.
iii. Having been circulated to Members Wilmington Memorial Hall AGM was held on 3rd November 2022.


The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Kent Countryside Voices

[bookmark: _Hlk115083590]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 20.43pm
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