WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st December 2021                     commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof
[bookmark: _Hlk89772086]Members Present: Mrs S Brown (Vice Chair); Mrs M Peters; Mr B Garden; Mr S Parsons; Ms T Jones; Mr J Swift and Mr J Beschizza.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor D Pickersgill (Chairman) gave apologies prior to meeting.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor S Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 7 (b) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation

None.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd November 2021 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5. Urgent Items
The Vice Chair announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
Due to the date of the Meeting being 1st December the Clerk was unable to provide the Financial Statements for the month ending 30th November but advised would send them over by email once reconciled for formal approval at the January Meeting of the Council. [NB]

(b) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

The payment of £6,562.47 and current CIL balance of £20,797.58 were noted.
Councillors requested confirmation of when the allocated £10,000 had to be spent by and the Clerk to obtain an update from the sponsors of where the project currently is. [AP]

(c) Grounds Maintenance Contract
It was noted that the quote for the maintenance of the Council’s Open Spaces which reflected a modest 2% had been accepted with the revised annual charge being £2,881.48 [NB]

(d) Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE)
It was agreed that the annual membership would be renewed at a cost of £36.00 [AP]

(e) [bookmark: _Hlk88054720]2022/23 Draft Budget 

[bookmark: _Hlk88128488]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 

(f) Cambridge & Counties Bank

It was noted that the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank was due to reduce on 16/12/2021 from 0.90% to 0.75%. [NB]

(g) Joydens Wood Community Centre

It was agreed that £500.00 would be donated towards the purchase and installation of pop-up telescopic boards (total cost £2,448.00) and the Clerk would arrange for payment on receipt of an invoice for the works. [AP]

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects 

None.
(b) Wilmington Common Boundary (February 2021)

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(c) Parish Highways Improvement Plan (ongoing)

It was noted that the Clerk would report back to Council with an update in due course. [AP]

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

It was noted that the Clerk has been supporting local community groups with their advertising of Christmas Events and that next year the Clerk would create a calendar of Events. [AP]

(b) Pavilion Décor

An amount of £500.00 to upgrade the Pavilion was agreed. [AP]

(c) Ann Allen Memorial

Following a verbal update from Cllr Brown it was agreed that as Canterbury Cathedral is not available until next year the Parish Council could look to work with Wilmington Academy to arrange a Celebration of Life at the Academy on 22nd January 2022 subject to Covid changes.
Councillor Brown agreed to take the lead on this and would follow up with the Clerk as appopriate. [AP]

(d) Code of Conduct

The Council’s revised Code of Conduct was approved and arrangements made for All Members to sign the new document. [AP]

(e) Recruitment

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(f) Clerk and Parish Christmas Holiday

It was noted that the Clerk was going to be out of office from 13th December until 4th January on annual leave.
Cllr’s Brown and Pickersgill will be auto forwarded the Planning Applications for distribution for all Councillors. 
The Clerk agreed to update the Council’s website and Facebook Page with details of emergency contacts.

9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. DA/21/01621/FUL- 46 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/01639/FUL- 100 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey front extension, first floor rear extension with window in rear roof elevation to provide additional rooms in the roof space
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/21/0638/FUL- 2 Cherry Tree Lane
Erection of a 2x4 bedroom detached dwellings with access, parking and amenity space
Comments submitted 2nd December- "While noting the significant changes from the approved application 20/01582FUL, the Parish Council does not object to the revised development provided both dwellings remain on that part of the plot out with the Metropolitan Green Belt and that Condition 13 of the original application is applied to both dwellings in this new application."

iv. DA/21/01565/TPO- 146 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Application to reduce to -intended finished dimensions height from 15 metres to 12 metres and spread to 9-10 metres- of 1 No. Oak tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No.s 13 1973 and 1 1957
No comments/ observations

v. DA/21/01707/FUL- 14 High Road, Wilmington
Proposed demolition and reformation of the existing ground floor extension to provide for a two storey extension, garage conversion to an annex including single storey front extension with raised patio to the rear with privacy screen which will be ancillary to the main home and the formation of a detached garage workshop.
Comments submitted 6th December- The Parish Council would like re affirm the previous submitted comments- “The proposed garage, being of a size, height and depth far greater than that normally associated with a private dwelling garage, and being positioned at the front of the site, it would be a prominent overbearing feature, breaking the natural open-ness of the north side of High Road and hence having an adverse effect on the street scene.” Adding that the dormer windows would add to the overbearing nature of the proposed building. 

vi. DA/21/01708/TPO- Wilmington Manor, Common Lane
Application for GC012227 1114 Ash tree - deadwood overhanging neighbouring property, reduce crown in height (by 3m) and shape; GC012232 1121 Beech tree - Reduce crown in height (by 3m) and shape subject to Tree preservation Order No.13 1989
No comments/ observations 

vii. DA/21/01722/FUL- 210 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension.
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/21/01661/VCON- Rahan House, 6 Birchwood Road
Application for variation of condition 2 of planning permission DA/19/00346/FUL in respect of new windows to side elevation and loft room with rooflights to pitched roof and provision of rooms within roof space.
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/21/01634/FUL- Rowhill Mount, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Demolition of a link between the main dwelling and an ancillary building including alterations to the widows on the side elevation, and erection of a replacement link in the form of an orangery.
[bookmark: _Hlk89771692]No comments/ observations

x. DA/21/01717/FUL- 124 Hawley Road, Wilmington
Provision of trellis top of existing southeast boundary fence (retrospective application). 
No comments/ observations

xi. DA/21/01731/FUL- 51 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension.
No comments/ observations

xii. DA/21/01744/FUL- 4 Martin Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations

xiii. DA/21/01789/FUL- 194 & 196 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Loft extension to both properties incorporating front dormer with Juliette balconies and side and rear dormer windows in connection with providing additional habitable space in the roof.
Comments submitted 7th December 2021- The Parish Council is concerned that some of the south side wall first floor windows in habitable rooms will provide unacceptable overview of the rear gardens of the adjacent property. 

xiv. DA/21/01782/FUL- 3 Church Field, Wilmington
Erection of a detached double garage with games room loft space.
[bookmark: _Hlk89772026]No comments/ observations

xv. DA/21/01785/FUL- 41 Squires Way, Wilmington
Alterations to roof from hip end to gable end for provision of dormer window in rear elevation and roof lights in front elevation in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space.
No comments/ observations

10. Chairman’s Updates

None.

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor J Beschizza asked for an update on the Nighthawkers.
Clerk gave a verbal update explaining that Police attended Oakfield Park on 14th November 2021 and spoke with two males, no action was taken and all information has been passed over to The Rural Crime Team for further investigations. 
The Clerk will update the Council once more is known. 

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being - 

i. DA/21/01310/FUL- 30 Brackendene, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/01278/FUL- 3 Greenfield Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/21/01464/FUL- 78 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
iv. DA/21/01455/FUL- 210 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
v. DA/21/01198/FUL- 58 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/21/01488/FUL- 215 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission granted
vii. DA/21/01487/TPO- Wilmington Manor, Common Lane
Consent granted
viii. DA/21/01261/FUL- 60 Joydens Wood Road, 
Permission granted
ix. DA/21/01200/FUL- 208 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/20/00250/ENF- Land & Dwelling house North East of Puddledock Lane

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. It was noted that the Groundsman is currently carrying out the review of the public bins and an update will be given in due course. 

Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.29 pm
2

3

