WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th June 2023                   commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: S Brown (Chair); M Peters; S Parsons; T Jones (Vice Chair); D Mann;    D Bowman; K Stealey: L Rock; A Sandhu
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

None

3. Public Participation
None  
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 17th May were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May 2023 were approved.

(b) Annual Governance Statement Section 1 2022/23

The Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31st March 2023 was approved.

(c) Annual Accounting Statement Section 2 2022/23

The Annual Accounting Statement for the year ended 31st March 2023 was approved.

(d) Internal Audit

It was noted that the Internal Audit has been concluded with no matters arising.

(e) Community Infrastructure Levy 

CIL position as at 31.03.23 was noted and Members were asked to think about what monies could be spent on. 
Members agreed that Ann Allen Bench and possibly another bench should be purchased with CIL monies. 

(f) Bank Signatories

The Clerk advised that all documentation has now been completed and will be submitted to Barclays Bank by the end of the week.
The Clerk has requested the documentation for signing from Cambridge and Counties bank and this will be passed to Members for signing on receipt. 

(g) Public Liability Claim

Members were updated accordingly. 
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park- Longer term project, No update

(a) Pavilion Survey and Future

Members agreed to defer this to a future meeting as a new Clerk had not yet been found. 

(b) Highways Improvement Plan

[bookmark: _Hlk135732037]Members agreed to defer this to a future meeting.
8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 2 2023

June

Parish in Bloom- Judging to take place on 21st June 2023.
(b) Updates on Parish Maintenance

Currently under review-

Benches Oakfield Park- No update. 

Ann Allen Memorial Bench- Ordered

Repair and replacement of wooden and concrete bollards- No update.

[bookmark: _Hlk126069732]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(c) Honorary Freedom of the Parish

Following a paper from the Chair the Honorary Freedom of the Parish Policy was adopted with Members putting forward two candidates they felt deserved this award. Cllr Brown will take this forward. 

(d) New Clerk

Cllr Brown updated Members, advising that a locum Clerk had not yet been appointed and Members agreed to look at other temporary options. 

9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/23/00646/TPO- The Vicarage, 1 Curates Walk, Wilmington
Notification for 2 No. Mature Norway Maple trees forming a single crown adjacent to the front roadside boundary - Reduce the crown on the South Eastern side overhanging the adjoining neighbour's property by approximately 3-3.5m to suitable live secondary growing points or live branch unions, Reduce any remaining growth back from the neighbour's building by approximately 2m by the removal of secondary growth only; Lift the low crown overhanging the adjacent highway to give an approximate 6m clearance; Remove all significant deadwood subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1989 within Church Hill Conservation Area
[bookmark: _Hlk137200821]No Comments/ Observations

ii. DA/23/00628/COU- 217 Hawley Road, Dartford 
Change of use of a property to a 7 bed HMO (house of Multiple Occupation) (retrospective application)
No Comments/ Observations

iii. DA/23/00545/FUL- 23 Silver Birch Close, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey extension to existing garage outbuilding to provide ancillary accommodation comprising sung and bathroom, including replacement roof
No Comments/ Observations

iv. DA/23/00582/FUL- 29 Chalet Close, Bexley
Erection of a single storey side infill extension and conversion of existing garage to habitable room and erection of a storm porch with canopy extended over garage conversion
No Comments/ Observations

v. DA/23/00673/FUL- 6 Norfield Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension
No Comments/ Observations

vi. DA/23/0668/FUL- North Kent College, Oakfield Lane, Dartford
Erection of 2 x pre- fabricated concrete garages to the rear of Block S and demolition of the existing prefabricated concrete garages in the Estates Compound
No Comments/ Observations

10. [bookmark: _Hlk123725970]Chair’s Updates

To note that further rubbish and drug use had been reported at Powder Mill Lane. Cllr Parsons agreed to speak with DBC Councillors and Enforcement Team again.
Wilmington Fair- Better toilets to be considered to accommodate all persons. Members agreed. 
The Clerk advised that she has been unable to book the usual WC Hire Company and also First Aid Care due to be fully booked. Cllr Sandhu agreed to take this forward and look into. 

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
None

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412]DA/23/00278/FUL- 56 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/23/00332/TPO- 3 & 5 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Consent granted
iii. DA/23/0000319/LDC- 1 The Close, Wilmington
Certified as Lawful

iv. DA/23/00368/FUL- 8 Alfan Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
v. DA/23/00302/FUL- 13 Squires Way, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/23/00418/FUL- Park Lodge, 1 High Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
vii. DA/23/00475/NOMAT- 58 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington
Amendments acceptable
viii. DA/22/00445/FUL- 34 The Close, Wilmington
Permission refused
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

DA/22/00772/FUL-Land at Former Heathside Nursery and 64 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington 

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of South and South East and London in Bloom May 2023 Newsletter was noted

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Clerk and Councils Direct 
The Clerk 
[bookmark: _Hlk115083590][bookmark: _Hlk137202031]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 19.45pm
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