WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021                      commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]COVID-19 2020 Regulations Statement
The COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic and the unprecedented Government measures in response to the crisis (e.g. prohibitions on gatherings, social distancing, self-isolation and shielding of those deemed to be the most vulnerable) has meant that the requirement for local authorities to hold public meetings in person with all Members present in one place cannot currently be met. The statutory requirements for meetings are mainly contained in the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (“the 1960 Act”).
In recognition of the difficulties of holding and attending meetings, the Government included s.78 in the Coronavirus Act 2020 and provided the Secretary of State with the power to make Regulations for the provision of holding alternative format meetings.
As such, this Meeting was held under terms agreed by Members namely to conduct the Council business remotely by Zoom with decisions recorded by the Clerk.

Members Present: Councillors Mrs M Peters (Chairman); Mrs A Allen; Mrs S Brown; Ms T Jones; Mr B Garden; Mr D Pickersgill; Mr S Parsons and Mr J Swift 
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor J Beschizza (Dispensation granted)
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor Mr S Parsons declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 8 (h) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation

No questions were asked or representations made 

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was noted that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th October 2020; 4th November 2020, 2nd December 2020, 13th January 2021, 3rd February 2021 and 3rd March 2021 would be approved and adopted at the next physical Meeting of the Council 
5. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 3rd February 2021
The actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 3rd February were noted being –
(i) 4th February 2021- Contact made with Tree Surgeon re TPO [Agenda Item 12 (a)]
(ii) 5th February 2021- Ladies toilet key cut and placed in key safe box and agreement signed [Agenda Item 8 (h)]
(iii) 10th February 2021- Appointment made with Bayliss Landscapes to attend site on 16th February [Agenda Item 8 (a) (ii)]
(iv) 11th February 2021- Councils Insurance Brokers contacted [Agenda Item 8 (f)
(v) 15th February 2021- Confirmation from JJ Renovations that repair work to commence 29th February 2021 [Agenda Item 8 (d)]
(vi) 15th February 2021- Appointment made with Kier Group to attend site on 1st March 2021 [Agenda Item 8 (j)]
(vii) 16th February Compensation form completed and submitted to Police [Agenda Item 8 (g)]
(viii) 17th February 2021 Research concluded [Agenda Item 8 (a)]
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed
7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
The Financial Statements for the month ended 28th February 2021 were approved

(b) Dartford Cricket Club

It was noted that the payment of £500 to Dartford Cricket Club had been made

(c) Bank Mandate

i. The Lead Member of Finance has been instructed to contact Barclays Bank to begin the process for authority for Kay Sumner, the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer to undertake on-line bank transactions.
ii. It was agreed that the former Clerk’s authority will continue until Miss Sumner’s authority has been accepted by Barclays Bank

(d) Action for Communities in Rural Kent Membership Renewal

The Council’s renewal of membership of ACRK at a cost of £80.00 was agreed [AP]

(e) Parish Clerk

Exempt
(f) 2021/2022 Precept

It was noted that Parish Precept had increased by 2.5% 

(g) Floral Displays

It was noted the renewal of the annual contract for the Floral Displays at a cost of £4,782.50 at an increase of £137.50 had been accepted 
A Member requested a list of Floral Display locations and recommendations for any additional displays for this year to be brought to Full Council in April. Councillor Mr S Parsons to contact Oakfield Academy to discuss maintenance of current planters with the view of offering some seeds to encourage ongoing maintenance.  [AP]

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects

i. Prince Phillip’s 100th Birthday

After a discussion on the subject, it was agreed that Councillor Mrs A Allen and Councillor Mrs S Brown would engage with the local schools to see if they are planning any celebrations and if so whether the Parish Council could have some involvement. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would not do any specific or standalone after Prince Philip expressed the desire that there be ‘no fuss’ to mark his 100th birthday. [FN]

ii. Other Projects

None at present.

(b)  Grassed Area outside of Oakfield Park Pavilion

i. It was noted that the quote from Bayliss Landscapes had been received and was presented to Members during the meeting. No decision was made and further investigations are required and other solutions to be looked into. The Clerk to report back at the April Meeting of the Council [AP]

(c) Oakfield Park Pavilion Roof

It was noted that the work had started and the Clerk would report back to Council once complete [AP]

(d) The Pound

The matters were noted and no further action to be taken at present [NB]

(e) Damaged Street Light Column

It was noted that the Claim is being processed through the Councils insurers and that the Clerk would report back to Council once a date had been agreed to replace the column [AP]

(f) Damage to Village Centre

It was noted that the railings had not yet been replaced but are scheduled to be done ASAP and that a request has been submitted to KCC to ensure that the railings are painted green to match the current railings. 
Members agreed to the design and style of the proposed replacement bench and Clerk advised that despite a number of emails to the Police she had been unsuccessful in obtaining any information with regards to the compensation form submitted so The Council’s insurers are processing the claim direct [FN]

(g) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation

It was noted that that Kier Group had visited Oakfield Park Pavilion on 1st March 2021 to carry out a condition survey and the Clerk would report back at the April’s meeting with an update. [AP]

(h) Oakfield Park Trees

It was agreed that the tree in Oakfield Park could be cut back as per proposal at a cost to the resident and details of SLTreeCare would be forwarded [AP] 

(i) Plant Britain

The recommendations by SLTreeCare were noted and Councillor Mr B Garden would investigate any initiatives happening within Dartford Borough and report back at the April Meeting of the Council [AP]


9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. Wilmington Fair 2021 – 

Following a verbal report from Councillor Mrs S Brown it was noted that the Wilmington Fair would not go ahead this year.
An alternative was suggested ‘Picnic in the Park’ with support being offered by the Parish Council and The Fair Committee. [FN]

ii. Christmas 2021- No report


(b) Fly Tipping at Birchwood Road

To note Councillor Mr B Garden reported that the surveillance of the Birchwood Road Recycling Site was ongoing and fly tipping incidents had reduced

(c) Wilmington Common Boundary

Exempt

(d) London Resort

To note that the Parish did not wish to make any comments


10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

In the light of the Chairman and other Members positions on the Principle Authority’s Development Control Board, the Item was chaired by Councillor 
D Pickersgill

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being [AP] –


i. DA/21/00099/FUL – 18 Orchard Way
Internal alterations so as to include the annexe as part of the main dwelling house, together with new windows, doors and rooflights. Conservatory glazed roof to be replaced with artificial tiles and rooflights
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/00131/FUL- 27 Capel Place
Erection of a part two/part single storey side and rear extension and porch to front
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/20/01202/FUL- Former Lynch Plant Hire And Former Ambulance Station Hawley Road
Demolition of existing buildings and construction of buildings to provide a total of 10,564sqm (GEA) of flexible employment floorspace (Use Classes E(g)/ B2 / B8, with ancillary office accommodation within Use Class E (g)), together with the creation of a new vehicular access via Butterly Avenue, improvements to the existing vehicular access from Hawley Road, provision of car and cycle parking and service yards, drainage works, landscaping, installation of an acoustic fence and other associated works.
Comments submitted 23th February 2021- The Parish notes TTPs response to Highway comments, but feels that they offer no new information to address the Parish's earlier comments.

iv. DA/21/00118/FUL- 18 Chalet Close, Bexley
Erection of a first floor side and rear extension
No comments/ observations

v. DA/21/00104/FUL- 54 Broad Lane, Wilmington
Raising height of and replacement of roof for proposed loft conversion comprising 3 No. pitched roof dormers to front elevation, dormer & gable windows to rear elevation, 1st floor rear extension and single storey rear and side extensions
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/21/00093/CDNA- 49A Leyton Cross Road
Submission of details relating to construction method statement pursuant to condition 10 of planning permission DA/20/00455/FUL for demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of 2 x 4-bedroom dwellings and 1 x 5-bedroom dwelling (3 No. detached dwellings in total) with associated car barns, visitor parking and amenity space
Comments submitted 23th February 2021- The construction detail state that deliveries will not take place during peak traffic hours.  This is insufficiently precise to ensure that it recognises school traffic peaks which are not regular during the school week. The Parish Council suggests 08.00 - 09.00 in morning, then 14.30 - 16.00 Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri and 13.30 - 15.00 on Wed.  
Condition 12 requires a swept path diagram for vehicles turning round on site; this has not yet been met, hence the Parish Council remains concerned at the likelihood of excessive traffic congestion caused by vehicles reversing into the site which is adjacent to a multi road crossroad.


vii. DA/21/00130/LBC- 113 High Road, Wilmington
Listed building application for internal and external alterations to provide a first-floor w/c
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/18/01118/FUL- Land Rear Of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing 5 No. garages and erection of 1 No. 2 bedroom single storey detached dwelling with associated parking, bin stores and amenity area
Comments submitted 26th February 2021- Having noted the changes to the original application, the Parish Council, despite the absence of a topography to accurately represent the difference in height between the development site and of surrounding properties, still believes that there will be a degree of overlooking properties in Hawley Road and Warren Road, resulting in an unacceptable loss of privacy and light. 
To ensure that the proposed parking arrangements are practical, the Council suggests that a professional assessment of the swept path analysis is undertaken, paying particular reference to the ability of a vehicle to successfully enter/exit the parking space while a second vehicle is in situ, and the sufficiency of the width of the vehicular access along its full length.
Due to the closeness of the site to adjacent properties, in particular 2 Warren Rd, normal residential activity will generate additional noise disturbance and nuisance to the detriment of neighbour’s residential amenity
Warren Road at its junction with Hawley Rd already provides parking for the owners of numerous dwellings on Hawley Rd who are unable to park on their own property and therefore the loss of 5 garages would create additional pressures on on-street parking in an area already exhibiting significant space issues
The development creates a windfall site and there is a requirement to evaluate whether the benefits of a single dwelling within a Borough already with an adequate 5-year housing supply, outweighs the disbenefits to residents of the immediately surrounding area; the Parish Council strongly suggests that this is not the case  
Finally, while not a material consideration, the Parish Council understands that there may be issues over the proposed rights of access and would suggest that an informative be included should the recommendation be one of approval.

ix. DA/21/00150/FUL- 177 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Erection of single storey side and rear extensions, front bay to be extended and erection of new porch
No comments/ observations 

x. DA/21/00151/FUL- 177 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley 
Erection of a detached garage to front curtilage
Comments submitted 25th February 2021- The proposed garage, being positioned at the front of the site, it would be a prominent overbearing feature, breaking the natural open-ness of the east side of Summerhouse Drive hence having an adverse effect on the street scene.  
Additionally the location and height of the garage may restrict visibility to vehicles exiting from Fernheath Way, a junction already having poor visibility; request referring this issue to KCC Roads

xi. DA/21/00159/FUL- Land at Rear of 59 Norfield Rd
Erection of 1 No. detached property and associated parking
Comment submitted 23th February 2021- The Parish believes that the closeness to of this development to the rear gardens of neighbouring dwellings, and to the dormer property itself, will lead to disturbance through an increased level of activity, noise and light pollution along with some degree of overlooking; collectively to the detriment of the occupiers of these properties and hence their right to peaceful enjoyment of life within.
The surrounding area, in particular the adjoining properties, are characterised by the size of their rear gardens, contributing significantly to this aspect of property choice within Wilmington and Dartford.  This development will reduce this choice, one not readily available in the new developments which comprehensively contribute to the Borough’s 5 year housing supply,
Given that the Borough’s 5 year housing target can be fully met through other developments, the benefit of this additional dwelling on windfall land does not override the disbenefits detailed above.

xii. DA/21/00187/PIP- Land Rear of 165-173 Hawley Road
Application for Permission in Principle for residential development of land for a minimum of 5 dwellings and maximum of 5 dwellings
Comments submitted 24th February 2021- 'The Parish Council believes that a development of 5 residential units within the restricted size of the site would not deliver sufficient amenity space for the residents of the new development nor for those within the existing apartment dwellings within the curtilage.  It could put unacceptable pressure on vehicle, motor bike and cycle parking, resulting in increase of on street parking to the detriment of adjacent residences Its proximity to the existing residence to the right would be overbearing and hence somewhat unneighbourly.  Overall an overdevelopment of the site delivering no perceived benefits.

xiii. DA/21/00124/FUL- 57 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Raising height of roof for extensions and conversion of bungalow into two storey family house with additional rooms in the roof and creation of basement
No comments/ observations 

xiv. DA/21/00049/FUL- 21 Squires Way, Wilmington
Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of a cabin (retrospective application)
No comments/ observations 

xv. DA/21/00244/FUL-44 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear extension
No comments/observations

xvi. DA/21/00206/FUL- 180 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Erection of single storey side and rear extension, raising height of roof and creation of first floor accommodation
Comments submitted 5th March 2021-The Parish Council feels that the increased height and the dominance of the left hand side contrasts sharply with the adjacent bungalows, to the detriment of the street scene.

xvii. DA/21/00189/FUL- Brawby Stock Lane, Wilmington
Erection of single storey rear/side extension
No comments/ observations 

xviii. DA/21/00259/FUL-23 Squires Way, Wilmington 
Erection of a single storey side/rear extension
No comments/ observations

xix. DA/21/00230/FUL- New Bungalow, 3 Shirehall Rd, Wilmington
Erection of a detached wooden garage in the front garden
No comments/observations 

xx. DA/21/00268/TPO- 6 Tredegar Road, Wilmington
Application for T1 - very large Oak Tree - 20% crown reduction and thin. Diameter of tree is approx 10m - reducing to approx 8m subject to Tree Preservation Order No.12 2007.
No comments/ observations

xxi. DA/21/00269/TPO- 3 Curates Walk, Wilmington 
Application for T1. Pine - Fell subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1989 within Church Hill Conservation Area
No comments/ observations 

11. Chairman’s Updates

None

12. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/20/01567/TPO- 17 Squires Way Wilmington
Consent Granted
ii. DA/20/00192/FUL- 142 Birchwood Road Wilmington
Permission Granted
iii. DA/20/01120/OUT-25 Chave Road, Wilmington
Permission Refused
iv. DA/20/00437/FUL-Adj 37 Capel Place, Wilmington
Permission Refused
v. DA/21/00058/DECON- Wilmington Hall Farm, Broad Lane
Approval Granted
vi. DA/20/01478/TPO- Hazelwood, Rowhill Road
Consent Granted
vii. DA/20/01620/TPO Burnt Oak House, Lucky Stones And Wood At Great Mount Cottage Rowhill Road Wilmington Kent
Consent Granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk64456793]Having been circulated to members, Local Low Level Parish Crime Evaluation for January 2021 was noted
ii. New PCSO for Wilmington Parish- Joseph Smith was noted
iii. It was noted that the Clerk had attended the Census 2021 meeting and that Social Media sites had updated

Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.59pm
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