WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th May 2021                      commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof
Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill (Chairman); Mrs S Brown (Vice Chairman); Mrs M Peters, Mrs A Allen; Ms T Jones, Mr J Beschizza; Mr B Garden; and Mr J Swift.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor S Parsons.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor S Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 8 (i) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation

No questions were asked or representations made.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 7th October 2020; 4th November 2020, 2nd December 2020, 13th January 2021, 3rd February 2021, 3rd March 2021 and 7th April 2021 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 7th April 2021
The actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 7th April were noted being –
(i) 9th April 2021- Council’s Facebook page updated with Councillors contact details. [Agenda Item 9 (i)]
(ii) 12th April 2021- Donation of £50.00 made to Air Ambulance Appeal. [Agenda Item 7 (c)]
(iii) 13th April 2021- Cancellation of Wilmington Village Fair 2021 published on Council’s website and Facebook page. [Agenda Item 9 (a)]
(iv) 13th April 2021-Comments submitted for Wilmington TRO Consultation. [Agenda Item 9 (f)]
(v) 14th April 2021- Clarification of Playground Inspection requirement sent to Members by email. [Agenda Item 7 (b)]
(vi) 15th April 2021- Bedding plants planted by Groundsman at Oakfield Academy. [Agenda Item 8 (iii)]
(vii) 21st April 2021- Planters and plants given to St Michael’s pre-School. [Agenda Item 8 (ii)]
(viii) 20th April 2021- Lorry Watch spreadsheet of repeat offenders created. [Agenda Item 8 (j)]
(ix) 27th April 2021- Letter of thanks sent to KCC District Manager. [Agenda Item 9 (b)]


6. Urgent Item
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2021 were approved.

It was noted until such time the Clerk has access to the Council’s online banking facility, she would be unable to reconcile the accounts at the end of the month as the paper copies of the bank statements are not received until middle of the month after the monthly meeting. 

It was further noted that an operation document needed to be put in place so in the absence of the Clerk for any reason the Council would still be able to run effectively 
It was agreed that the Clerk would start such document covering any processes and procedures. [AP]

(b) Society of Local Clerks (SLCC)

The payment of £223.00 made to SLCC for the new Clerks Membership was noted.

(c) Lower Churchyard Strimming

The request for a grant up to £350.00 payable over two instalments for 21 hours strimming the lower churchyard during season on 2021 was agreed. [AP]

(d) Bank Mandate

It was noted that there has been a delay in adding Miss Sumner’s authority to Barclays Bank. The forms have now been countersigned by Councillors Peters and Beschizza at the May meeting and given to Barclays Bank to process. [AP]

It was further noted that until such time the Clerk would need to write cheques for payments to suppliers and for staff wages.

(e) Cambridge and Counties Bank

It was noted that April’s financial statement had not been updated with the annual interest paid on the account due to the new Clerk not having the authority to access the account online.
Councillors Peters and Beschizza agreed to countersign the relevant forms after the May meeting and the Clerk has now sent the forms to the Bank to process. [AP]

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects

None at present.

(b)  Vehicular access across Oakfield Park to Allotment Site

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the grassed area outside the Pavilion was looking much better and Allotment Holders were making contact with the Clerk and the Groundsman prior to driving across the park. 
It was noted that during adverse weather the Clerk and Groundsman would stop journeys across the park and the cones would be put out. [NB]

(c) Barrier at entrance of the driveway leading to the Staff Car Park

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the current signage is inadequate and the wording needed to be look at. The Clerk agreed to look at new signage and costings and would report back at the June Meeting. [AP]
It was agreed that a barrier would not be erected at this stage however this would be reviewed again in 3 months’ time. [AP]
It was noted that the Groundsman has sent an email prior to the meeting with regards to the use of the Pavilion car park and people driving through the road. [NB]

(d) Oakfield Pavilion Roof

After a discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would engage with the Council’s insurers for advice. [AP]

(e) Damaged Street Light Column

It was noted that UKPN and ‘Streetlights’ successfully carried out the required works on 27th April 2021 and payment will be received from the Council’s insurers in due course. [NB]

(f) Damage to Village Centre

It was noted that the Clerk is waiting for the Council’s insurers to sign off the quote for the replacement bench before placing the order. [AP]

(g) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation

It was noted that Kier Group had identified the Pavilion as structurally sound and that they would be working with the Parish Council on a design plan in due to course. [NB]

(h) Plant Britain

It was noted that Councillor Garden had not yet received an update from DBC. [NB]

(i) Wilmington Common Boundary

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. Wilmington Village Fair 2022 – No report.

ii. Christmas 2021- No report.

iii. Picnic in the Park- It was noted that an update would be provided at the June Meeting of the Council. [AP]

(b) Passing of Prince Philip

It was agreed that the Parish Council would look to plant possibly a Cherry Tree in Oakfield Park. [AP]

(c) Wilmington Farm Hall

Having been circulated prior to the meeting it was agreed that the Clerk would release the statement on the Council’s website and Facebook Page. [AP]

(d) Geocaching in Oakfield Park 

Having been circulated to Members, the request from a local resident to place 5 metal containers within Oakfield Park was agreed
The Clerk would let the resident know. [AP]

(e) Criminal Damage

It was noted that the Clerk has been engaging with local police and reporting any crimes that occur. [AP]

(f) Flower Displays

It was noted that flower baskets would not be placed on columns-

ABMF016- Outside 64 Birchwood Road
AHKB024- Junction with Barn End Drive and corner of High Road

As load testing had not been carried out. [NB]

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being [AP] –

i. DA/21/00435/FUL- 24 Manor Close, Wilmington
Erection of a front porch.
[bookmark: _Hlk69299406]No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/00434/FUL- 22 Manor Close, Wilmington
Erection of a front porch.
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/00443/FUL- 9 Dene Close, Wilmington
Demolition of existing garage and erection of single part rear/part side extension, hipped to gable roof extension with front and rear dormers and roof light, removal of chimneys and front porch.
No comment/ observations

iv. DA/21/00451/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road
Erection of front boundary gates and wall.
Comments submitted 23/04/21- The Parish Council welcomes the provision of a 1 metre grass verge between the wall and the pavement and trusts that it will be maintained by the owner in the manner adopted by neighbouring properties with equivalent grass verges immediately outside their property.

v. DA/21/00427/TPO- 59 Squires Way, Wilmington
Application to cut back 6 branches mentioned almost to the trunk without impeding the trees growth subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957.
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/21/00510/FUL- 224 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two-storey rear extension.
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/21/00468/FUL- The Brackens, Rowhill Road
Erection of an external canopy to the front and rear elevation, alterations to window sizes and materials around the home including part garage conversion
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/21/00500/TPO- Entrance to Monk Orchard
Application for reduction of 30% (intended dimensions 8.4 m high and 5.6m wide), trimming branches back 2 metres from the properties of number 1 and 2 of Monks Orchard, crown lift to remove branches 10 metres from ground of 1 No. Yew tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 1995.
No comments/ observations 

ix. DA/21/00524/FUL- 6 Garden Place, Wilmington 
Erection of a two-storey side extension.
[bookmark: _Hlk70060036]No comments/ observations 

x. DA/21/00399/FUL- 10 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey extension to existing detached double garage.
No comments/ observations 

xi. DA/21/00640/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Application for Ash tree by Zebra Crossing: Fell to near ground level and grind out the stump. A tree to be replaced nearby, species to be agreed with the Council subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 2016.
No comments/observations

11. Chairman’s Updates

Councillor Mr David Pickersgill suggested that following an email to Members from Reverend Carl Chambers that it would be a good idea to invite him to attend the June Meeting at 6.30pm to discuss the Raising of the Roof project. [AP]

12. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None.

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. DA/20/01536/FUL- Wilmington Cottage, Oakfield Lane
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/00268/TPO- 6 Tredegar Road, Wilmington
Consent refused
iii. DA/21/00269/TPO- 3 Curates Walk, Wilmington
Consent refused
iv. DA/21/00118/FUL- 18 Chalet Close, Bexley
Permission granted
v. DA/20/00949/FUL- Highview, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington
Permission refused
vi. DA/20/01599/FUL- 104 Birchwood Road, Wilmington 
Permission granted
vii. DA/20/00475/COU- Heathside Nursery, Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington 
Permission granted
viii. DA/21/00306/FUL- Woodside, Hook Green Lane
Permission Refused


(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None.

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None.

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None.

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None.

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. It was noted that the Groundsman has painted the tyre swing in Oakfield Park following vandalism.
ii. Having been circulated to Members, Planning Application to be considered by the Development Control Board- DA/20/00475/COU Heathside Nursery was noted.
iii. Having been circulated to Member, the Crime Report Jan- April 2021 for Wilmington was noted.
iv. Having been circulated to Members, the update from Fusion Management on the progress of the local highway alteration works to Common and Parsons Lane was noted.
v. It was noted that the Groundsman has repaired the ornate path in the village centre following vandalism.
vi. Having been circulated to Members and posted on the Council’s website the Annual Report from the 19th Dartford Brownies was noted.


[bookmark: _Hlk72928150]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.44pm.
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