WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2023                   commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: S Brown (Chair); M Peters; S Parsons; T Jones (Vice Chair); D Mann; D Bowman; K Stealey: L Rock; 
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
A Sandhu gave apologies prior to the Meeting
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

3. Public Participation
None  
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th April were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2023 were approved.

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk93926198]Precept and Government Support Grant

It was noted that the payment of the 1st instalment of the 2023/24 Precept and Government Support Grant had been received £48,969 and £659.00 Total- £49,628.00

(c) Draft Accounts

The Draft Accounts were approved and noted.

(d) Bank Signatories

David Mann and Steven Parsons were appointed as the two new signatories with Marilyn Peters remaining on the accounts also.
The Clerk was instructed to proceed with making the changes with Barclays to add the new signatories and to remove Jack Swift, John Beschizza and Kay Sumner from the accounts.

(e) Public Liability Claim

Members were updated accordingly with the status of the claim and suggestions were put forward for the next steps.
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(f) Grounds Maintenance Agreement Renewal 

[bookmark: _Hlk131064561][bookmark: _Hlk135731523]The renewal of the Grounds Maintenance services with Landscape Services covering The Common, Chestnut Grove and Oakfield Park at a cost of £3,473.69 (Nett), payable in quarterly instalments was noted.
It was further noted that the increase of £534.10 included an extra 13 cuts at McGowans Meadow in Oakfield Park. 

(g) Temple Cleaning Services

The increase in hourly rate from £13.00 to £15.00 per hour for the cleaning services at Oakfield Park was noted. 

(h) Cambridge & Counties Bank

The interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank which had increased from 3.25% to 3.50% effective from 16.05.2023 was noted. 

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park- Longer term project, No update.

(a) Pavilion Survey and Future

[bookmark: _Hlk135732055]Members agreed to defer this item until the June Meeting. 

(b) Highways Improvement Plan

Members agreed to defer this item until the June Meeting. The Chair asked ALL Members to read through the plan before the next meeting. 

(c) Queens Green Canopy Orchard/ Planet Dartford Green Initiative

It was noted that x1 plaque had been installed and waiting on the second plaque to be delivered and installed. 

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 1 2023

Quarter 2 2023

May
Wilmington Grow your Own- Sunflower seeds to be distributed to local community groups. Ward Members to collect from Parish Office.

June
Parish in Bloom- Judging to take place 21st June.
 S Brown and Groundsman to show the judge round the village and Local Community will be invited to send in pictures of their floral displays with three best entries winning a £50 garden voucher. Competition to be advertised on Facebook and Website. 

(b) Updates on Parish Maintenance

Currently under review-

Benches Oakfield Park- No update. 

Ann Allen Memorial Bench- Members agreed on the larger bench (1800mm) in black with stainless steel dedication plaque (a4 size).
The Clerk was instructed to place the order. 
Wording for plaque to be agreed at a later date. 

Repair and replacement of wooden and concrete bollards- No update.

(c) Alarm Upgrade Oakfield Park Pavilion

Having discussed the contents of the briefing paper the upgrade of the alarm system was agreed at a cost of £1,519.00 (Nett) and the Clerk instructed to proceed with the acceptance and order. 

(d) Clerk

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/23/00373/FUL- 1 Fearnheath Way, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension, a part two part single storey rear extension (revisions to previous approval in respect of depth of the rear extension.
[bookmark: _Hlk135733458]No comments/ observations

ii. DA/23/00441/FUL- The Squirrels, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey front extension with open porch and minor changes to front elevations.
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/23/00421/FUL- 2 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive,
[bookmark: _Hlk130464100]Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing ground retail unit.
No comments/ observations

iv. DA/23/00409/FUL- Krispy Kreme Dartford, Unit 1-4 and 6A Saunders Way, Questor, Wilmington
Provision of a galvanised steel palisade fence enclosure for compactors and bins to external forecourt. (retrospective application)
No comments/ observations

v. DA/23/00463/TPO- Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane
Application for T13 Ash Species - Fell to ground level, T20 Common Beech - Crown reduce tree by removing 2 metres (estimated finished dimensions 15m height, reshape sides by 1m), T22 Common Beech- Fell to ground level, T27 Common Beech - Prune to clear structure/wires/buildings by 2m, T28 Sycamore - Fell to ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1989.
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/23/00418/FUL- Park Lodge, 1 High Road, Wilmington
Erection of a front infill extension, insertion of rooflights, façade alterations and all associated works
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/23/00298/FUL- Land to rear of Swanley Church Hall, Wilmington
Change of use of land to recreational space in connection with Christian Meeting Room including the provision of boundary treatment (retrospective application) 
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/23/00521/FUL- 8 The Close, Wilmington
Demolition of existing detached garage and erection of a storey side extension and new roof over existing front porch and bay.
No comments/ observations

ix. [bookmark: _Hlk135216079]DA/23/00541/FUL- 21 Walnut Tree Avenue, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey extension and alterations to existing detached garage
No comments/ observations

x. DA/23/00380/FUL- 2 New Barn Cottages, Barn End Lane, 
Wilmington
Provision of a vehicle crossing onto B258 and creation and levelling of driveway
No comments/ observations


xi. DA/23/00550/FUL- 81 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Alteration to the front elevation to include a porch canopy, erection of a single storey front extension for conversion of a garage into a habitable room
[bookmark: _Hlk135733616]No comments/ observations

xii. DA/23/00562/ 28 Manor Close, Wilmington
[bookmark: _Hlk135218757]Erection of a single storey side extension 

xiii. DA/23/00551/FUL- 8 Burr Bank Terrace, Barn End Lane, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear/side extension
No comments/ observations

xiv. DA/23/00592/FUL- 13 Squires Way, Wilmington
Application to extend front roof slope to allow a 300mm ridge height increase for provision of dormer window in rear elevation and 3 rooflights to front roof slope in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space
No comments/ observations

xv. DA/23/00577/OBB- Four Seasons, Puddledock Lane, Hextable (out of boundary but boarders Wilmington)
Consultation to demolish the conservatory and the rear bay projection and erect a two storey side, front and rear extension. A single storey rear extension with rooflights. A front porch. Alterations to fenestration
No comments/ observations

10. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chairman’s Updates

The Chair reported that fly tipping in Common Lane had increased recently. Thanks was given to Dartford Borough Council for their quick response and clearance of the area and also the Parish Groundsman and local residents who are constantly litter picking the area.

Members discussed reviewing current process and procedures in terms of administration of the following:

· Method of delivery of Agenda to Cllrs, Majority agreed paper format to remain. 

· Notification of Planning Applications, Chair agreed to review this going forward to reduce email traffic to Members. 


11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

T Jones gave an overview to all Members of who the Parochial Charity are and what they do, she also reported that she had recently attended a meeting for the charity as the Parish Rep and that a Year 8 Student from Wilmington Grammar School for Girls had recently won first prize in a competition run by the Charity ‘The Needs of People in Wilmington’. The Charity felt it would be worthwhile for the Parish Councillors to read.
The Clerk agreed to distribute to all Members.

L Rock gave an overview of Talk Time- Coffee and Chat which is club that she runs at Summerhouse Drive Library on 2nd and 4th Friday of each month from 2.00pm- 3.30pm.


12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. DA/23/00050/FUL- 30 The Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/23/00164/FUL- 19 Gerdview Drive, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/23/00187/TPO- Woodcock Wood Opposite the Brackens, Rowhill Road, WIlmington
Consent Granted
iv. DA/23/00173/FUL- 52 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Permission refused
v. DA/23/00157/FUL- La Tirelire, Rowhill Road
Permission granted
vi. DA/23/00203/FUL- 16 Silver Birch Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
vii. DA/23/00149/FUL- 29 Whitehead Close, Wilmington 
Permission granted
viii. DA/23/00113/FUL- The Orchards, 7 The Close, Wilmington
Permission refused
ix. DA/23/00215/FUL- 93 Hawley Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
x. DA/23/00069/FUL- 84 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Permission granted
xi. DA/23/00190/FUL- Winterbrook, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
xii. DA/23/00259/FUL- 165 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission granted
xiii. DA/23/00165/FUL- 206 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
xiv. DA/23/00301/PAA- 13 Squires Way, Wilmington
Prior approval refused
xv. DA/23/00293/FUL- 11 Hulsewood Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
xvi. DA/23/00250/FUL- 30 Mitchell Close, Wilmington
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of Kents Plan Bee March and April 2023 Newsletters were noted. 
ii. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of South & South East in Bloom April 2023 Newsletter was noted.

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Countryside Voice Spring Summer 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk115083590]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 20.30pm
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