
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th October 2022 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Cllr Stacey Brown gave apologies prior to the Agenda being distributed.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation
To respond to any questions asked or comments made by any resident either prior to or at the Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th September 2022 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

5. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.

6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th September 2022. (to follow)

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Financial Statements be approved


(b) External Audit

To note that the External Audit Certificate for the year ended 31st March 2022, has been received with no matters raised. 
[bookmark: _Hlk80691824]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Insurance

To note that the Parish Council’s insurance has been renewed on the three-year agreement at a cost of £2,729.95 per annum. This is a small increase of £127.60 as the contents and sums insured have increased due to inflation of replacing items. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115168779]RECOMMENDATION – That the renewal be noted

(d) Cambridge and Counties Bank 
[bookmark: _Hlk106269639]To note that:
i. the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank has increased from 1.8% to 2.05% effective from 23rd September 2022. 
RECOMMENDATION – That the renewal be noted

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park

Councillor Parsons met with the Parish Clerk on 21st September 2022 and ran through some ideas. The Clerk has contacted a local contractor to arrange a site meeting to discuss further and will report back to Council in due course. 

To consider any further suggestions made for future projects.
[bookmark: _Hlk86153598][bookmark: _Hlk107316204]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(b) The Pound (Ongoing)

The repair works to the Pound have been completed and the Parish Groundman has replaced the green plaque. Photo to follow and update on Social Media pages. 
[bookmark: _Hlk95993231]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted




(c) Kent County Council Free Trees Scheme

To note that the Parish Council have been unsuccessful in their application for 20 plants. 
The scheme was incredibly popular and the Council have said that if more bundles become available then they will be in touch. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115092507]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d) Street Light Shields

To note that the work is booked in for 4th October and take approximately 1 hour to complete. The Clerk has written to all residents in Alfan Lane and adjacent to advise that the road will be closed between 10am and 11am. 
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(e) Policy Review

Having received a briefing paper and draft policy documents at last months meeting, to review and adopt the following policies- 

Data Protection Policy
Freedom of Information form
Reserves Policy
Equal Opportunities Policy
Assaults on Staff Policy
RECOMMENDATION – That the above policies are adopted


8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Pre School Allotment- Launching Autumn 2022. Facebook appeal for gardening equipment, pots etc continues.

Benches in Oakfield Park- No update.

Wilmington Big Clean- Took place on 24th September 2022 with circa 30 bags of rubbish being collected. Thanks to DBC for collecting all bags/ rubbish items left out. 

Keep Britain Tidy- A few posters have been put up around the village centre and the Parish is currently engaging with local entities and schools on the optimum place to put the new signs. 

Queens Green Canopy- Wildflower Meadow and Orchard in Oakfield Park, to commence between Jan and March 2022. Update to follow nearer the time. 

Wooden and Concrete Bollards- No update

(b) New Initiatives- 

Christmas 2022- No update

To receive any other ideas from Members

(c) Scary Scarecrow Competition

To consider re running the Scary Scarecrow competition last held in 2020. Briefing paper to follow.

RECOMMENDATION – That the competition is launched on Facebook and the Councils Website

(d) Wilmington Parish Business Card

To consider whether the Parish Councillors wish to have their own business cards.
Approx costings £12.00 + VAT per 100. Note 100 is the minimum amount available per Councillor.

Suggested detailing-
Councillor Name
Position
Ward
Email add
Clerks email add

[bookmark: _Hlk60904999][bookmark: _Hlk75501479][bookmark: _Hlk112848635][bookmark: _Hlk73086097][bookmark: _Hlk92358090]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate


9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/22/001043/FUL- Roman House, 91 Birchwood Road
Erection of a two storey front extension and two storey rear extension with Juliette balcony, alterations to and raising height of roof for provision of dormer windows in side end rear roof slopes in connection with providing additional room(s) in the roof space
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/22/01028/FUL- 56 Birchwood Road
Demolition of existing dwelling, detached garage and shed outbuilding. Erection of a dwelling with basement and linked garage. Associated hard and soft landscaping works.
Comments submitted- The Council expresses concern that the additional length and width at the first floor level may create unacceptable shadowing to the neighbouring property to the detriment of their amenities.  Suggest a formal shadowing assessment is made.


iii. DA/22/01014/FUL- Jessamine Guest House, 217 Hawley Road
Erection of a part two/part first floor rear extension with dormer windows in side roof slopes for loft conversion to convert the existing B&B into 5 x 1 bed flats.

iv. DA/22/01029/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached garage/ store to front garden
No comments/ observations

v. DA/22/00939/FUL- 37 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension

vi. DA/22/01026/FUL- The Ship, Puddledock Lane
Erection of a timber framed smoking shelter to South- East elevation. Additional timber pergola extension to rear garden
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/01071/FUL- 57 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Raising height of roof for extensions and conversion of bungalow into two storey family house with additional rooms in the roof and creation of basement.
Comments submitted- The Parish Council considers that the revised design still fails to retain the bungalow nature of this side of Birchwood Road, a feature noted by the Planning Inspectorate in assessing an earlier application. Indeed, the Planning Application clearly states the intention is to create a House.  With a full 2 storey height frontage, across most of the plot’s width, the impression created is that of a large 2 storey house in the middle of a row of bungalows, bungalows that have always retained consistency by limiting front roof alterations to a single dormer window. The overall height, greater than adjacent buildings, and along the whole extended length of the building, will appear overbearing to adjoining properties, adversely affecting their living conditions, especially No 59.  Noting the height differences clearly visible in the “Existing Site Images” (rear), and the fully glazed rear wall of the living / dining area, there could be unacceptable overlooking of the rear gardens of both adjacent properties, far greater than that afforded from the previous conservatory, exacerbated by the raised patio. Overall, the Council considers this application to be detrimental to the street scene and likely to adversely affect the living conditions of adjacent properties.
viii. DA/22/01089/FUL- 15 Carsington Gardens, Wilmington
Erection of a detached outbuilding (retrospective application)

ix. DA/18/01358/FUL- 18 Hawley Road
Change of use of land and buildings to vehicle hire & sales depot (sui generis), including refurbishment of existing retained workshop building; erection of a detached valet building; siting of a single storey modular building sales office; bunded surface level fuel tank; jet wash; bin store; cycle parking and resurfacing works.
Application withdrawn 22nd September 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any comments or observation made to the Planning Authority
10. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chairman’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chairman
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda 
for the November Meeting of the Council

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/22/00833/TPO- Wilmington Manor Nursing Home
Consent granted
ii. DA/22/00441/FUL- 152 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
iii. DA/22/00864/FUL- 104 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
iv. DA/21/00830/FUL- 13 The Close
Permission granted
v. DA/22/00872/TPO- 87 Chestnut Grove
Consent granted
vi. DA/22/00706/FUL- 214 Birchwood Road
Permission refused
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None  

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

To note receipt of email dated 13th September 2022 regarding Dartford Air Quality Action Plan Consultation. No comments received

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Clerks and Councils Direct
The Clerk September 2022
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