
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 1st March 2023 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation
To respond to any questions asked or comments made by any resident either prior to or at the Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th February 2023 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

5. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.

6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 28th February 2023.- To follow. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Financial Statements be approved



(b) [bookmark: _Hlk93926198]Salary Increases 2023/24

To consider increase for Clerk and Groundsman
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1974.

(c) Clerk 

[bookmark: _Hlk126061730]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(d) Public Liability Claim

To update Members
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(e) Trees 

Have received a briefing paper prior to the meeting, to note that the total cost of the surveys and work identified from the Tree Surveys undertaken in Oakfield Park, Wilmington Common, Parsons Lane amounts to £12,620.00 (net of VAT). 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted and the actions taken as appropriate

(f) Cambridge & Counties Bank

To note that the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank has increased from 2.35% to 2.75% effective from 15.02.2023.
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(g) BACS Authority

To approve the inclusion TMS Protection Ltd on the list of Payees whose invoices can be settle by a BACS payment.
RECOMMENDATION – That approval be given

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park- Longer term project, No update
[bookmark: _Hlk86153598][bookmark: _Hlk107316204]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(a) Pavilion Survey

Report with recommendations to follow. 
[bookmark: _Hlk126069052]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(b) Flagpole at Oakfield Park

To note that Flag pole erection is complete.
A Flagpole flying policy to follow shortly. 

Following a complaint from a local resident The Parish Council has responded and confirms that all necessary steps were followed with the Local Planning Authority (Dartford Borough Council) in order to achieve planning and advertising consent. 
[bookmark: _Hlk127368195]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Highways Improvement Plan

To note that the Clerk met with Road Safety Engineering Project Manager – Highway Improvements (West Kent – Dartford & Gravesham and Maidstone) Michelle Norris (virtually on 8th February 2023) to discuss and update the new Highways Improvement plan process following a restructure at KCC. 
Several items on the old plan require further investigation and explanation before they can be considered.
A copy of the new plan has been forwarded to all Members prior to the meeting for further discussion at the March Meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(d) Powder Mill Lane

Following concerns raised at the February Meeting of the Council by Cllr Parsons, Dartford Borough Council have been approached to investigate use of enacting Section 215 on private land by Powder Mill Lane to improve the quality of life to residents.
[bookmark: _Hlk127782946][bookmark: _Hlk127782959]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 1 2023

February
KCC Community Mobile Café- No response from KCC

March 
Wilmington Big Spring Clean- Saturday 11th March 2023

4 meeting points- 

Meeting Point; St Michaels Church, Church Hill. 
Cllr Steve Parsons Orange Tree Ward

Meeting Point; Wilmington Common, Common Lane. 
Cllr Stacey Brown, Wilmington Central Ward. 

Meeting Point; Wilmington Community Church, Broad Lane. 
Cllr Tamlyn Jones, Wilmington Central Ward. 

Meeting Point; Birchwood Drive/Birchwood Road Junction.
Cllr David Mann, Cllr Marilyn Peters, 
Joydens Wood Ward. 

WPC are also supporting DBC Cllr Kyle Stealey who will be litter picking the neighbouring ward of Maypole, meeting at Oakfield Lane/Leyton Cross Road Roundabout Junction.

(b) Updates on Parish Maintenance

Currently under review-

Benches Oakfield Park- To be replaced when required.

Ann Allen Memorial Bench- Update from Cllr Brown

Repair and replacement of wooden and concrete bollards- Longer Term project to be looked at later in the year.

[bookmark: _Hlk126069732]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(c) Gatekeeping Services at Oakfield Park

To note that TMS Protection Limited have taken over from Centre Circle and will now be responsible for unlocking and locking the gates at Oakfield Park under the same terms and conditions and fees. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d) Kings Coronation May 2023

To receive a verbal update from Cllr Brown. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(e) Easter 2023

To discuss whether the Council wish to host an Easter Egg hunt in Oakfield Park on Sunday 2nd April 2023.
Initiative proposed by Cllr Brown.  

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(f) Queens Green Canopy Orchard Oakfield Park

To receive a verbal update from The Clerk.
Planting took place Thursday 24th February 2023.
[bookmark: _Hlk127785029]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(g) Dartford Borough Council Planning Team request

To note that the Parish Council have been approached by Head of Planning Services at DBC to hold a team meeting at the Pavilion.

· LPA team to become more familiar with the work of the Town and Parish Councils and to develop working relationships. 
· Elected Parish Councillor to conduct a short presentation. 
· Potential dates 22nd June, 1st August, 14th September.

RECOMMENDATION – That the request be considered and actions taken as appropriate 

9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/23/00064/VCON- The Orchards, 7 The Close, Wilmington
Demolition of existing double garage block and rear conservatory and erection of two storey side extension, single storey rear extension. Removal of part existing roofs and proposed replacement part roof and alterations to windows at the rear (variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) to raise the height of the rear extension, remove a window from rear at first floor, and implement solar panels and heat pumps to roof of rear extension and heat pump to side elevation.

ii. DA/23/00134/TPO- 3 & 5 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington
Application for Ash Tree in No.5: Remove marked 'dog leg' branch and smaller branches over the driveway as per annotated photo; Oak in the front garden of No.5: Reduce the overhang to the house by approx 3m, Reduce the crown all over by an average of approx 2m to reduce the overall size of the tree while retaining the shape and form, Remove significant deadwood as per annotated photos; Holm Oak in No.5: Dismantle / Fell to near ground level the smaller stem in its entirety; Holm Oak in No.3: Thin the canopy by approximately 20%. all subject to Tree Preservation Order No.14 1981.
[bookmark: _Hlk128470240]No comments/ observations

iii. DA/23/00113/FUL- The Orchards 7 The Close, Wilmington
Erection of metal railings and automatic entrance gates to driveway (retrospective application).

iv. DA/23/00102/FUL- 67 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Erection of a first floor side extension and conversion of integral garage to habitable room with associated alterations to front elevation.

v. DA/23/00069/FUL- 84 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Raising height of roof incorporating dormer window in side elevation, roof lights in side elevation, gable window in front elevation and gable window with Juliette balcony in rear elevation and erection of a single storey side/rear extension.
Comments- The Parish Council is concerned that the increased height, accentuated by the large front window, will disturb the regularity within the set of single storey bungalows that this site is in the middle of, hence detrimental to the street scene.

vi. DA/23/00068/FUL- 40 Common Lane, Wilmington
Erection of an attached 2 storey dwelling with associated parking space.

vii. DA/23/00164/FUL- 19 Gerdview Drive, Wilmington
Provision of a first floor front dormer window.

viii. DA/23/00165/FUL- 206 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a first floor rear extension, demolition and reconstruction of existing roof with raised ridge height, rear dormers, roof lights, raising of front and rear gables and facade alterations.
No comments/ observations 

ix. DA/23/00173/FUL- 52 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Erection of a front dormer to an existing loft conversion. 
No comments/ observations

x. DA/23/00172/FUL- 13 Squires Way, Wilmington
Demolition of attached garage & side extension, raising height of roof to provide new first floor level and main roof with half dormers. erection of a single storey side extension, entrance porch, alterations to existing rear extension and roof alterations to front ground floor outrigger.
Comments- While acknowledging that the two adjacent buildings to the west are semi detached houses, the mass and bulk of this conversion of a small bungalow into a large detached house will destroy the current sympathetic step down to the bungalow dense street scene to the east and opposite. The bulk and mass of the development will be overpowering the bungalows within the cul de sac to the rear of the development, which will also suffer from significant overlooking from the rear windows of the development.
With multiple opportunities to create large, detached houses within Dartford's development zones, this single development provides no benefit to the overall house supply, hence no justification for the deterioration of the bungalow centric local street scene within Squires Way. 


[bookmark: _Hlk62388164][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any comments or observation made to the Planning Authority
10. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda 
for the April Meeting of the Council

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/22/01126/FUL- 58 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/22/01369/FUL- Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/23/00001/TPO- 66 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Consent granted
iv. DA/22/01507/LDC- 11 Chalet Close, Bexley
Certified Lawful
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

DA/22/0171/FUL- 57 Birchwood Road, Wilmington 

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee January 2023 Newsletter.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk129602621]Having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of South & South East in Bloom February 2023 Newsletter.

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
None
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