
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution. 
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation
To respond to any questions asked or comments made by any resident either prior to or at the Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2022 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

5. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.

6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st December 2022.

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Financial Statements be approved




(b) 2023/24 Provisional Budget

To review and approve
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(c) External Auditor

To note that notification of external auditor appointment for the 2022-23 financial year for the 5 year period until 2026-27 for Wilmington Parish Council will be MAZARS LLP
[bookmark: _Hlk120700472]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter is noted

(d) Cambridge and Counties Bank
[bookmark: _Hlk106269639]To note that:
i. the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank has increased from 2.05% to 2.35% effective from 6th December 2022. 
[bookmark: _Hlk66694865]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(e) Public Liability Claim

To update Members
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park- Longer term project, No update
[bookmark: _Hlk86153598][bookmark: _Hlk107316204]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate



(a) Policy Review

Having received the draft policy documents prior to the meeting, to review and adopt the following policies- 

Grants and Donations Policy
Complaints Policy
Disciplinary Policy
RECOMMENDATION – That the above policies are adopted

(b) Pavilion Survey

To note the Clerk is in the process of booking in a suitable date for the survey and will report back to the Council in due course.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Thanks and Feedback Forum

To confirm the Forum will take place on Thursday 26th January at 6.30pm
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted 

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 1 2023

January
KCC parish potholes
Queens Jubilee Orchard 

February
KCC Community Mobile Café

March 
Wilmington Big Spring Clean

(b) Updates on Parish Maintenance

Currently under review- 
Benches Oakfield Park
Repair and replacement of wooden and concrete bollards

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(c) South East in Bloom

As per the recommendation from the Chair, to note the Clerk has registered Wilmington Parish Council in the Annual Parishes in Bloom Category 2023 for Wilmington’s Flower baskets and planters that are displayed around the Parish.
Assessments will take place from Monday 26th June to Friday 14th July.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter is noted

9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/22/01410/FUL- Rear of 66 and 68 Joydens Wood Road
Erection of 3 No. 4 Bedroom chalet style detached bungalows, with associated parking, bin and cycle storage an amenity space and demolition of an existing garages to facilitate creation of an access road.
Comments submitted- The Parish Council notes that this application is wholly within residential garden land, is not within Dartford’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and consequently is a windfall site against which any benefit of the development has to be measured. The Council has seen no special circumstances nor overall benefit that can justify this minimal addition of 3 residences within the Borough of Dartford. Many comparable residences are already available or are incorporated in the developments comprising the Borough’s approved 5 year development plan.
The proposed layout of 3 detached properties, with extensive road/vehicle parking, is predominately hard, possibly exceeding 50% of the site.  Hence there will be a very significant loss of biodiversity, on a site where previous reports  have identified habitats and other features of potential ecological value.
The application indicates a 1800 m fence on both sides of the access road up to the pavement.  Coupled with the visibility issues created by the adjacent mature and protected trees, there will be unacceptable visibility onto Joydens Wood Road, a road servicing a nearby school. Visibility splay diagrams are requested.
In the context of recent previous applications, the Planning Inspectorate indicated” the appeal site is not particularly accessible and for many trips travel choice would be limited”. With the reduction in the 429 service since that report, the inspector’s conclusion is even more valid, resulting in the application not enabling a modal shift to public transport and adversely affecting the sustainability of the site.
The extensive hard standing associated with this development is likely to have an adverse effect on surface water movement in a site which already experiences some flooding…..While recognizing that drainage is not a planning consideration, being aware that the main sewerage drain from Joydens Wood Road passes through this site, and is blocked frequently, the Council believes that formal plans of the drainage systems be produced against which the siting of the 3 new buildings be compared.
The application proposes a row of trees along the boundary with Wood Close. Should this application succeed, the Council suggest a clause to ensure that the new owners maintain these trees in such a way that there is no overhanging into the rear gardens of Wood Close 
Noting that the application removes current off road car parking spaces at 68 Joydens Rd, the Council requests appropriate development within 68 Joydens Wood Rd to address this deficiency.

[bookmark: _Hlk123818736]Both trees referenced in this application are an integral part of a very mature copse of trees, adjacent to the public road, which contribute significantly to the sylvan character of the street scene in this part of Joydens WOOD Road.  The sweet chestnut tree T4 has been continuously classified as being in good condition in arboricultural reports for at least 20 years and remains so; hence the Parish Council strongly objects to its felling.  Appropriate pruning of the characteristic oak tree T3 will improve its appearance, to the benefit of the whole copse, and will overcome its current shading of the adjacent streetlight; consequently the Parish Council supports this work.

ii. DA/22/01364/FUL- 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Demolition of side lean-to and existing outbuilding, Erection of a two storey rear and side extension alterations and raising of roof to provide additional rooms in the roof space with Juliet balconies to first floor and rear roof slope, erection of a basement and detached outbuilding.
And revised application- The revisions being amended description and additional plan.
No comments/observations

iii. DA/22/01486/FUL- 7 Alfan Lane, Wilmington
Hip to gable with front and rear dormers to provide additional rooms in the roof space, erection of a front porch and part two/part single storey rear extensions.

iv. [bookmark: _Hlk120186860]DA/22/01369/FUL- Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a front gate, wall and vehicle crossover onto C268.
Comments- The Parish Council requests that while creating the new cross over, the adjacent spaces are re-grassed to the same standard normally found in this stretch of Birchwood Road. 

v. DA/22/01479/FUL- 19 Gerdview Drive, Wilmington
Erection of a front entrance porch.
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/22/01366/FUL- The Horse and Groom, 15 Leyton Cross Rd
Erection of external bar outbuilding.

vii. DA/22/01360/P3Q- Beacon Hill, Rowhill Road
Prior approval notification- proposed change of use to dwelling
No comments/ observations, application was withdrawn on 3rd December 2022.

viii. DA/22/01453/ADV- Wilmington Grammar School for Boys
Display of non-illuminated school signage on two panels mounted on vertical posts (retrospective application.

ix. DA/22/01301/TPO- 66 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Application for removal of 1 No. T4 Sweet Chestnut and crown lift to give clearance of 4m above ground level and remove dead branches of 1 No. T3 Oak tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 2004.
Comments- Both trees referenced in this application are an integral part of a very mature copse of trees, adjacent to the public road, which contribute significantly to the sylvan character of the street scene in this part of Joydens WOOD Road.  The sweet chestnut tree T4 has been continuously classified as being in good condition in arboricultural reports for at least 20 years and remains so; hence the Parish Council strongly objects to its felling.  Appropriate pruning of the characteristic oak tree T3 will improve its appearance, to the benefit of the whole copse, and will overcome its current shading of the adjacent streetlight; consequently the Parish Council supports this work.


[bookmark: _Hlk62388164]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any comments or observation made to the Planning Authority
[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]
10. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda 
for the February Meeting of the Council

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/22/01200/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/22/01420/LDC- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, Parsons Lane
Certified Lawful
iii. DA/22/01154/FUL- 84 Fearnheath Way, Wilmington
Permission granted
iv. DA/22/01253/TPO- Paxwood House, Rowhill Road,
Consent granted
v. DA/22/01199/FUL- 3 Church Field, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/22/01272/FUL- 17 Greenfield Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
vii. DA/22/01252/FUL- Roman House, 91 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
viii. DA/22/01320/TPO- Burnt Oak House, Rear of Haldon, Rowhill Rd
Consent granted
ix. DA/22/01216/FUL- 20 Appleton Drive, Wilmington
Permission granted
x. DA/22/01390/NOMAT- 17 The Close
Revisions approved  
xi. DA/22/01360PQ3- Beacon Hill, Rowhill Road
Application withdrawn
xii. DA/22/00993/FUL- 7 Faesten Way, Bexley
[bookmark: _Hlk123724332]Application withdrawn

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/22/00552/FUL- 45A Norfield Road, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee November 2022 Newsletter.
ii. Having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of details for #KnowSeeSpeakOut event 2022.
iii. Having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of Crime Statistics for Wilmington for month of November 2022 from PCSO K Midford.

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Kent Wildlife Trust Winter Newsletter
Clerks and Councils Direct
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