WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th October 2023 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

In the absence of the Chairman, the Meeting was Chaired by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor T Jones
Members Present: Councillors T Jones (Vice-Chairman); A Sandhu; M Peters; D Bowman; D Mann; S Parsons and K Stealey
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown and L Rock
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor D Bowman declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 10(VIII) 

3. Public Participation
In response to a query from a resident, regarding the introduction of a rule requiring dogs in Oakfield Park to be kept on a lead, Members began by expressing regret over a recent incident but agreed that the introduction of such a rule would be impossible to both monitor and enforce.

In response to a query from a resident regarding the sale of The Rosemary Centre County Councillor A Sandhu advised that nothing further known at the present time

4.    Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Report 
    
County Councillor A Sandhu reported on the proposed Oakfield Lane   Zebra Crossing
Dartford Borough Councillor A Sandhu reported on the possibility of a ‘Green Grant’ being available to the Council and on parking issues in Leyton Cross Road
Dartford Borough Councillor K Stealey reported on the refusal of Planning Permission for the Wilmington Manor Application
Dartford Borough Councillor M Peters reported on a Joydens Wood Residents’ meeting with Kent Police and on attendance at the Annual Meeting of the Dartford Walk & Talk Group
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]Subject to the addition of Councillor L Rock to the Allotment Working Group [Agenda Item 9(a)] the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th September 2023 were approved and adopted as a true record.
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

[bookmark: _Hlk94084271]The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st August 2023 were approved
[bookmark: _Hlk126061730]
(b) Bank Signatories

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(c) Public Liability Claim

[bookmark: _Hlk146518859][bookmark: _Hlk137802787]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(d) ICO Data Protection Fee 
    
It was noted that the renewal of the data protection fee of £35.00 would be paid by Direct Debit on or before 13th October 2023

(e) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
It was noted that a balance of £2,883.07 of the CIL money received on 1st November 2018 needed to be expended by 31st October 2023 to prevent it having to be returned to the Principle Authority. 
It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be  allocated to the above CIL payment – Ann Allen Memorial Bench £1,265.00; Water Heater Oakfield Park Pavilion £550.00 and Alarm Upgrade Oakfield Park Pavilion (part) £1,068.07
It was further agreed that the balance of the Alarm Upgrade (£450.93) be allocated against the CIL payment of £2,337.99 received on 10th May 2019 
It was noted that the balance of the CIL payment received on 10th May 2019 (£1,887.06) needed to be spent by 9th May 2024 to prevent it having to be returned to the Principle Authority [AP]
(f) Parish Initiatives 
The Clerk advised that as at the date of the Meeting no suggestions had been made for specific Parish Initiatives for inclusion in the Council’s 2024/25 Budget. It was however agreed that, should no specific Parish Initiatives be approved by the time the 2024/25 Budget is set, a provision would be made in the expectation of such activities being held in the coming year
The Chairman adjourned the Meeting at 7.25pm for a Presentation to be made by a representative from PlayPlace regarding the possible provision of outreach youth work in the Parish with effect from 1st April 2024. The Meeting reconvened at 7.55pm
(g) Donation Request
Having been circulated to Members a request for a donation from Dartford Borough Council’s Citizens Advice Bureau was considered. Whilst Members appreciated the support given by the Bureau it was agreed that no donation would be made 
(h) Staff Review

[bookmark: _Hlk146520462]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(i) Christmas 2023

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(j) Completion of Audit 2023
The receipt of the Qualified Certificate of Completion of Audit was noted  
(k) CPRE Membership Renewal
It was agreed that the membership of CPRE would be renewed at a cost of £60.00 [AP]



8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

  2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

(a) Playground and Gym Equipment                                      

The Clerk reported on the challenges in obtaining the information necessary for Members to make any decisions on improving the current playground/exercise equipment and, having circulated some examples of the equipment available, Members were advised that the costings quoted did not include the required safety surfacing and installation 

The Clerk believed to would be appropriate for Members to be involved in the process and it was accordingly agreed that a Working Party be formed consisting of Councillors K Stealey; S Parsons and S Brown

The Draft Terms of Reference for the Working Party were then adopted.

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future

It was noted that the Working Party established at the September Meeting of the Council had yet to meet 

(c) Parish Council Website 
It was noted that the Working party established at the September Meeting of the Council had yet to meet.  
(d) Allotments

It was noted that the Working Party established at the September Meeting of the Council had yet to meet but that the Clerk had arranged a meeting with the Allotment Holders for Friday 3rd November 2023 at 10.30 with the possibility of a subsequent evening meeting for those Allotment Holders unable to attend [AP]

(e) Freedom of the Parish

Through the Acting-Chairman, the Chairman reported that the Freedom of the Parish Ceremony had been a well-received event but wished to stress that the granting of the Freedom of the Parish should not be regarded as an annual event, being reserved for those individuals who had made a significant contribution to the Parish community.

It was agreed that the copies of the Freedom of the Parish would be displayed in The Heritage Centre.

In response to a request from the family of the Late Ann Allen for two copies of the Freedom of the Parish Scroll it was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for photocopies but, if the intent was to obtain originals whilst the Parish Council would facilitate the acquisition the cost would have to be met by the family

9. Items for Discussion

             Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 2 2023

(a) Wilmington Fair 2023

Receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee held on 26 September 2023 was noted and the distribution of donations as proposed by the Fair Committee was approved [AP]

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk137803038]Remembrance Day November 12th 2023
It was agreed that on Remembrance Day, Councillor S Brown would lay the Parish Council Wreath at the Wilmington War Memorial and Councillor M Peters the Parish Council Wreath at the Memorial Service at St Barnabas Church
(c) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Trees on Land at the Rear of Carsington Gardens 
Having received copies of the Aboriculturist’s Tree Survey Report and a verbal report from the Clerk regarding ownership and responsibility it was agreed that, before any decision was made regarding the required work, the cost would be established.  The Clerk was instructed to obtain a quote for Members to consider but, due to the urgency of the matter, it was agreed that, once obtained, the quote would be circulated and a decision made by consensus on the course of action in advance of the next Meeting of the Council [AP]
(d) Kent Mineral Sites Plan

Having been previously circulated to Members, it was agreed that no response to the call for potential sites was required

(e) Grants & Donations
[bookmark: _Hlk138832419]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(f) Working Party Terms of Reference
Having been circulated to Members, the Terms of Reference for the following Working Parties established at the September 2023 Meeting of the Council – Allotment Working Party, Pavilion Survey & Future Working Party and Website Working Party were adopted

(g) Damaged Play Item (Chestnut Grove)
It was noted that an item of play equipment at Chestnut Grove had been vandalised and that an inspection, at a cost of £199 + VAT had been arranged. The Clerk was instructed to advise members of the results of the inspection. A Member raised the possibility of CCTV being installed on Chestnut Groove but it was agreed that, having regard to the nature and position of the site, this would not be feasible
(h) SSEiB Award
It was noted that the Parish was awarded a Silver Gilt Certificate in the 2023 South & South East in Bloom Competition. Councillor Avtar Sandhu was thanked for attending the Presentation Ceremony on behalf of the Parish
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk144711590]DA/23/1041/FUL – 21 Whitehead Close, Wilmington Erection of two storey side extension and front porch and demolition of garage

It was agreed that the following comments would be made –
‘The Parish Council has concerns that the loss of the garage and the erection of a porch may lead to the Parking Standards requirements not being met and would ask that this be fully tested'. 

ii. DA/23/010270/FUL – 12 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Garage conversion and internal and external alterations

iii. DA/23/00978/FUL – 36 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Erection of a single storey rear extension, two storey side extension, raising and alteration to roof including new habitable rooms within loft space, including demolition of garage and erection of front detached garage

iv. DA/23/01016/FUL – 45 Fernheath Way, Wilmington Erection of a single storey rear extension and increasing the hardstanding by 7m² with flower Bedson the raised terrace 

v. DA/23/01087/TPO – High Trees, 1D Faesten Way, Bexley Application for T1 Ash – re pollard to previous points in line with general maintenance subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 12 1983 

vi. DA/23/01090/FUL – Manor Cottage, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                                                          Erection of detached outbuilding in rear garden

VII. DA/23/01046/FUL – 9 Birchwood Road, Wilmington   Subdivision of plot and erection of a 4 bedroom dwelling house with associated bins and parking within the garden of no. 9 Birchwood Road
It was agreed that the following comments would be made - The Parish Council considers that the Application represents a totally unacceptable overdevelopment of a 'Windfall Site' that would, if permitted, create a cramped appearance totally out of character with the street scene.
In addition, the Parish Council questions the adequacy of the amenity space that would exist for each of the two properties believing these to be of an insufficient size.

The Parish Council notes from the submitted 'Proposed Block Plan' that only two parking spaces would be provided for each of the two properties and, whilst this may meet the NPPF Parking Standards, the Parish Council consider this to be inadequate; the Parish Council also considers that the turning points are inadequate. 

The use of this land which is outside of the SHLLA is clearly not required for the Borough to meet its anticipated housing provision for a 5-Year period and the Parish Council does not believe that any perceived benefits from the proposed development would outweigh the disbenefits.

VIII. DA/23/01126/TPO – 12 Manor Gate Lane, Wilmington                                              Application for T7 – Silver Birch to be felled to ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 8 200     
[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]     
11. Chair’s Updates

Through the Acting Chairman the Chairman had reported on the success of the Litter Pick on 24th September 2023 which had resulted in 20 bags of litter being collected. The Chairman had also asked that Members give thought to possible Christmas community events 
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor A Sandhu advised that he had been approached by a resident regarding the introduction of ‘Speedwatch’ on the High Road. It was noted that the High Road was already highlighted on the Parish Council’s Highways Improvement Plan and agreed that the matter would be placed on the Agenda for the November Meeting of the Council [FN]
Councillor K Stealey advised that, at a Meeting of the Wilmington Memorial Hall Management Committee, he had been asked that the Parish Council purchase a mouse for use with the Parish Council owned CCTV at the Hall. It was agreed that the Parish Council would reimburse the cost of the purchase on production of the receipt
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions
To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412]DA/23/00275/FUL – 3 Church Field, Wilmington                                                            Permission Refused
ii. DA/23/00763/FUL – Leyton Cross Social Club, 14 Tredegar Road, Wilmington – Permission Granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

i. DA/23/00113/FUL -The Orchards, 7 The Close, Wilmington 
ii. DA/17/00237/ENF – St Marys Nursery, 103 Birchwood Road, Wilmington

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366]
[bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. it was noted that Swanscombe and Greenhithe Councillor Lesley Howes and Sutton at Hone and Hawley Councillor Adam Jessett had been appointed as the Parish Representatives on Dartford Borough Council’s Joint Transportation Board
ii. having been circulated to Members, receipt of a letter of thanks from St Michaels Preschool for the Grant of £250 was noted
iii. having been circulated to Members, receipt of a report of the key points covered at a meeting with Kent Police was noted
iv. [bookmark: _Hlk73449861]having been circulated to Members, receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee Newsletter for August 2023 was noted




Signed ……………………………..
Meeting Chairman
1st November 2023
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