WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd June 2021                      commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof
Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill (Chairman); Mrs S Brown (Vice Chairman); Mrs M Peters; Mrs A Allen; Mr B Garden; and Mr J Swift.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor S Parsons; Councillor T Jones; Councillor J Beschizza
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor S Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 8 (b) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation

No questions were asked or representations made.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th May 2021 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 5th May 2021.
The actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 5th May were noted being –
(i) 10th May 2021- Email sent to Geocacher granting permission for 5 metal containers in Oakfield Park. [Agenda Item 9 (d)]
(ii) 11th May 2021- Statement posted on Council’s website and Facebook page. [Agenda Item 9 (c)]
(iii) 11th May 2021- Confirmation sent to St Michael’s Church re Grant towards lower churchyard strimming. [Agenda Item 7 (c)]
(iv) 12th May 2021- Paperwork and ID certified in Barclays Dartford Branch for bank mandate. [Agenda Item 7 (d)]
(v) 13th May 2021- Paperwork sent to Cambridge & Counties Bank for update bank mandate, Yearly statement of interest requested and received via email. [Agenda Item 7 (e)]
(vi) 18th May 2021- Email sent to Council’s insurers for advice. [Agenda Item 8 (d)]
(vii) 18th May 2021- Research into suitable signage for driveway/ car park in Oakfield Park. [Agenda Item 8 (c)]

6. Urgent Item
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
Due to the ongoing problem with the bank mandate the Financial Statements for the month ending 30th May 2021 were unable to be approved as the Clerk could not reconcile until the Bank Statement from Barclays arrived via post after the monthly meeting. [AP]

(b) Government Support Grant

The payment of the 1st instalment of the 2021/22 Precept and Government Support Grant was noted as being received. £659.00 GSC and £46,858.00 Precept.

(c) Annual Governance & Accounting Statements 2020/21

The Annual Governance (section 1) and Accounting Statements (section 2) for the year ended 31st March 2021 were approved and duly signed by the Chairman.

(d) Bank Mandate

It was noted that the Bank Mandate for both Barclays and Cambridge & Counties Bank was in the process of being amended and that further documentation had been submitted.
The Chairman gave his thanks to everyone involved.

(e) Cambridge & Counties Bank

It was noted that interest of £864.30 had been credited to the Account on 30th April 2021 at a rate of 0.9%.

(f) Charles Arnold Baker Local Administration- 12th Edition

The purchase of the updated Charles Arnold Baker Local Administration Book- 12th Edition at a discounted cost of £123.00 (net of VAT) was noted. 

The Chairman requested that the Clerk asked SLCC if a PDF copy of the book could be downloaded [AP]

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects

None at present.

(b) Wilmington Common Boundary

[bookmark: _Hlk74660158]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(c) Signage at entrance of the driveway leading to the staff car park 

[bookmark: _Hlk67565504]Having carried out research prior to the meeting the Clerk spoke with Ralt Leisure who suggested a company called ‘Safety Signs for less’.
The Clerk presented a couple of examples from their range and it was decided that the Clerk, Chairman and Vice Chair would take this forward. [AP]

(d) Oakfield Park Pavilion Roof

Following a discussion during the meeting it was decided that the Clerk would contact three roofing contractors for quotes to repair the roof and report back to Members [AP]

(e) Damaged Street Light Column

[bookmark: _Hlk74647738]It was noted that the Clerk had been chasing the insurers for payment.

It was further noted that the Clerk going forward would include a date reference on future Agendas against ongoing items.

(f) Damage to Village Centre

It was noted that the Clerk had been chasing the insurers for sign off so that the Bench could be ordered.

It was further noted that the railings that had been replaced were not of the same style and had not yet been painted. 
The Clerk agreed to contact KCC Highways Engineer to understand why and to get a date of when the railings would be repainted [AP]

(g) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation

It was noted that Councillor Brown is reviewing the potential design ideas and that the Clerk would report back to Kier Group with any suggestions in due course. [AP]

(h) Plant Britain 

It was noted that Councillor Garden had not received any decision from Dartford Borough Council due to staff annual leave and that a further update would be given at the July meeting. [AP]	

(i) Cyril The Rock Snake

After a discussion it was suggested that the Clerk speak to Rev Carl Chambers to see if possibly the Pre School area could accommodate Cyril. [AP]


9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. Wilmington Village Fair 2022 – No report.

ii. Christmas 2021- No report.

iii. Picnic in the Park- It was noted that Councillor Brown would look at a suitable date and an update would be provided at the July Meeting of the Council. [AP]

(b) Improvement of Planning Application Feedback

Following a discussion, it was decided that the Clerk would keep a record of the Planning comments submitted and decisions made so that Members could easily refer to previous applications.

It was noted that Councillor Pickersgill had already started compiling an Excel spreadsheet and would share will the Clerk. [AP]

(c) Anti- Social Behaviour Oakfield Park 

It was noted that the Clerk is reporting any incidents to the Police and will continue to do so. [AP] 

(d) Fallen Tree Wilmington Village Centre

It was noted that the Council would like to plant a tree in honour of the late Duke of Edinburgh along with a further tree for the Queens Green Canopy ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’.

As the best time to plant a tree is October to March the Council would relook at this nearer the time. [AP]

(e) Removal of Rose Bush Wilmington Village Centre

After a discussion, following a request from the owner of Wilmington Chicken Shop it was agreed that the trees and fences would not be removed as the area was rejuvenated as part of Wilmington Village Heritage scheme and brings wildlife and strengthens the natural beauty of the area. 

To note the Clerk would write to the owner to explain the decision made. [AP] 

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being [AP] –

i. DA/21/00646/TRCON- Woodlands, Church Walk, Wilmington
Notification to fell and remove a large evergreen tree and replacement with a Hawthorn tree within Church Hill Conservation Area.
[bookmark: _Hlk69299406]No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/00666/TPO- 3 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington 
Application to fell 1 No. Holm Oak (G1) in front garden (to be replaced by Birch tree in rear garden) subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 14 1981
Comments submitted 20th May 2021- “Noting that the Oak tree is one of three trees which contribute to the landscape quality of the local area, the Parish Council considers that its removal would degrade such amenity and suggest that a limited amount of pruning might address the residents’ concerns while maintaining its visual amenity.”

iii. DA/00683/FUL- 206 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached garage.
No comments/ observations

iv. DA/21/00700/FUL- 67 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension.
No comments/ observations

v. DA/21/00718/FUL- Wilmington Manor Lodge, Wilmington
Erection of a two-storey side and three storey rear extension.
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/21/00755/FUL- 100 Warren Road, Wilmington 
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension and front extension and conversion of garage to habitable room.
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/21/00710/FUL- Sterling, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Erection of brick boundary walls and gates on northeast and southeast boundaries (retrospective application).
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/21/00792/FUL- 29 Squires Way, Wilmington
Alterations to roof from hip to gable with front and rear dormers and roof light in front elevation in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space.
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/21/00699/FUL- 64 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Raising height of roof, erection of single storey side and rear extensions and provision of dormer windows in front, rear and side elevations to provide first floor accommodation (revisions to approved planning permission DA/20/00829/FUL to extend the front elevation to bring the dwelling out further. 
x. DA/21/00784/FUL- 34 High Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and toilet and erection of a single storey rear extension.
[bookmark: _Hlk74660681]No comments/ observations

xi. DA/21/00062/FUL- 156 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Raising height of roof ridge level for provision of two dormer windows to the front elevation, roof lights to side roof slopes and single storey front extension in conjunction with a part two/part single storey side, rear extension (as approved under 20/01243/FUL).

11. Chairman’s Updates

(a)     Pavilion Cleaner

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(b)     Invitations to attend Full Council Meetings

Councillor Mr David Pickersgill suggested that we invite a range of people to future monthly meetings such as the Councillors for Wilmington, Sutton at Hone and Hawley, PCSO’s, Police and Crime Commissioner, the Local Headteachers to give an update of what is happening within the community. [AP]

12. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None.

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. DA/21/00131/FUL- 27 Capel Place, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/00151/FUL- 177 Summerhouse Drive
Consent refused
iii. DA/21/00354/FUL- 9 Dene Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
iv. DA/21/00210/FUL- 173 Summerhouse Drive
Permission granted
v. DA/20/01556/FUL- Acorn Lodge, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/21/00366/FUL- 134 Hawley Road, Dartford
Permission granted
vii. DA/21/00435/FUL- 24 Manor Close, Wilmington 
Permission granted
viii. DA/21/00434/FUL- 22 Manor Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
ix. DA/21/00453/TPO- Jacobean Lodge, Rowhill Road
Consent granted
x. DA/20/01204/FUL- Unit 4 & 6A Saunders Way, Questor
Permission granted
xi. DA/21/00327/FUL- 22 Tredegar Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
xii. DA/21/00451/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
xiii. DA/21/00427/TPO- 59 Squires Way, Wilmington
Consent granted
xiv. DA/21/00373/FUL- Wilmington Cottage, Broad Lane
Permission granted
xv. DA/21/00206/FUL- 180 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission granted
xvi. DA/21/00443/FUL- 9 Dene Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
xvii. DA/21/00369/FUL- 21 Squires Way
Permission granted
xviii. DA/20/01592/FUL- 1 Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Land
Permission granted
xix. DA/20/01202/FUL- Former Lynch Plant Hire & Former Ambulance Station, Hawley Road
Permission granted
xx. DA/21/00104/FUL- 54 Broad Lane
Permission granted
xxi. DA/21/00049/FUL- 21 Squires Way, Wilmington
Permission granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None.

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None.

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None.

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None.

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of documents for Amendment 7 a Waiting Restrictions Order on High Road were noted.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk73450446]Having been circulated to Members, receipt of the Publication of the Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Stone Parish Council was noted.
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk73449593]Having been circulated to Members, receipt of Threats to the London Green Belt from CPRE was noted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72928150]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.38pm.
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