WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd November 2021                     commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof
Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill (Chairman); Mrs S Brown (Vice Chair); Mrs M Peters; Mr B Garden; Mr S Parsons; Ms T Jones; Mr J Swift and Mr J Beschizza.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor S Brown declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 8 (b) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Tribute to Councillor Ann Allen

Following a minute’s silence for Councillor Allen, The Chairman invited Members to share the memories of their late colleague.

4. Public Participation

Planning Application DA/21/00187/PIP- 169-173 Hawley Road
Following the response sent to the local resident after the October Meeting of the resident requested to attend the November Meeting of the Council in order to understand the Planning Application Process and the Parish’s role.

Members listened to the resident and explained the planning process confirming that the Parish are a consultee and do not make any decisions on planning applications. The Parish also re-iterated that no comments would be made on any proposals and applications must be officially submitted to The Local Planning Authority.

The resident thanked the Councillors for their time.

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th October 2021 were approved and adopted as a true record.
6. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 6th October 2021.

The actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 6th October 2021 were noted being –
(i) 13th October 2021- Email sent to Rev Carl Chambers [Agenda Item 9 (b)]
(ii) 14th October 2021-List of bins in Joydens Wood obtained from DBC [Agenda Item 8 (h)]
(iii) 18th October 2021- Updated HIP Plan submitted to Highways Senior Project Manager at KCC and request to meet with Cllr Swift [Agenda Item 8 (g)]
(iv) 20th October 2021- Submission by Clerk Police and Crime Plan Survey 2021 [Agenda Item 9(g)]
(v) 21st October 2021- Contact made with Solar Panel Company [Agenda Item 8 (c)]
(vi) 25th October 2021- Email to Members re available CIL Fund [Agenda Item 8 (a)]

It was agreed that this item would not be required on future Agenda’s or Minutes and would be removed. [AP]

7. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that there were no ‘Urgent Items’.

8. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st October were approved. [NB]
(b) Dartford Borough Council’s Capacity Building Fund

It was agreed that the Clerk would submit a Grant Application under Dartford Borough Council’s Capacity Building Fund,

Total figure of £ 2,495.00 (excluding VAT)

Replacement Tree Chestnut Grove £ 1,000.00
Replacement Tree Village Centre £ 600.00
New/ Replacement Bench Oakfield Park £ 895.00

After a discussion it was agreed that no further items would be added to the application. 

(c) Community Infrastructure Levy

It was noted that a balance of £4,235.11 was left in the CIL fund and the Council had until May 2023 to use the money. 
Council agreed that there were no plans to spend this money in the very near future and Members would put forward any suggestions at a future Meeting. [NB]



9. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects 

None.
(b) Wilmington Common Boundary (February 2021)

[bookmark: _Hlk75867035][bookmark: _Hlk83212454]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(c) Oakfield Park Pavilion Roof (December 2020)

It was noted that the Clerk was waiting to hear back from the Solar Panel Company Envirolec Smart Energy Solutions before instructing quotes for replacement roof.
The Clerk agreed to chase Envirolec and look at the original lease agreement for further information. [AP]

(d) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation (January 2021)

Following a verbal update from Councillor Brown, the project due to time constraints has been unable to progress. It was agreed that Councillor Parsons would be available for a possible site visit with Kier Group and would report back to Full Council with any proposals. 

It was agreed that Items c & d to be merged as one item for future Agenda’s. [AP]

(e) Parish Highways Improvement Plan (ongoing)

It was noted that the latest HIP plan had been submitted to Kent Highways and the Clerk would report back at a future meeting with any update.

It was further noted that Councillor Swift would report back to Full Council once he had met with KCC Senior Project Manager. [NB]

(f) Public Bins 

It was noted once the Groundman had completed the review of the bins, the Clerk would report back to Full Council. [AP]

(g) Rose Bush and Tree Village Centre

It was noted that the Groundsman would be planting a new rose bush and trellis in the coming weeks and the replacement tree in the village centre would be requested to be funded via the Capacity Building Fund application.
To further note that the Clerk agreed to reach out to The Chicken Shop to give advance notice of the works. [AP]

(h) Criminal Damage to Tree in Chestnut Grove

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the larger tree at a cost of £1,000 +VAT would be ordered and requested to be funded via the Capacity Building Fund application [AP]

(i) Planters Outside Oakfield Academy

It was noted that the damaged planter had been removed and the area reseeded. [NB]

10. Items for Discussion


(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

None. 

Councillor Brown asked that the Clerk reached out to the local schools to find out when they are holding their Christmas Fairs with a view to promoting these events on the Councils Website and Social Media Channel. [AP]

(b) Approval of Co-option Policy

To note the Co- option Policy was approved. [NB]

(c) Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

To note that no Members were affected by the amendment to the DPI Notification form. [NB]

(d) Kent Police Public Engagement Event Invite- Safe Guarding Woman & Girls

It was noted that Councillors Allen, Garden and Peters had attended the event on 14th October 2021 and a verbal report was given by Councillor Garden. [NB]

(e) Borough and Parish Forum

It was noted that the Clerk had attended the Borough and Parish Forum on 12th October 2021 where Councillor David Harbud was appointed as Forum Vice Chairman for the remainder of the current 2021-22 municipal year. 
To further note the date for the next Parish Forum 11/01/2022. [NB]

(f) Allotment Fees 2021/2022

It was noted that all current Allotment holders had been issued with a letter to renew their tenancies and pay the fees for 2021/22.
At the time of the meeting, it was noted that over 90% of allotment holders had paid.
It was further noted that the Allotment Fees had remained the same for several years and the Clerk was asked to reach out to other Parish’s to see what they charge with a view of amending the fees for 2022/23. [AP]

11. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being [AP] –


i. DA/21/21/01464/FUL- 78 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of an infill double storey side extension
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/01471/FUL- 11 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington
Partial demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/21/01482/FUL- 5 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington
Provision of a vehicle access onto C268
No comments/ observations 

iv. DA/21/01488/FUL- 215 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Erection of a single storey front extension
No comments/ observations 

v. DA/21/01487/TPO- Wilmington Manor, Common Lane
Application for a crown reduction of 2m (see tree schedule for height and spread of tree) of 1 No. Beech tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1989
No comments/ observations

vi. DA/21/01434/FUL- Hazelwood, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Creation of a basement storey (retrospective application)
No comments/ observations 

vii. DA/21/01410/FUL- Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, 1A Alfan Lane, Wilmington
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a 4 bedroom dwelling and detached garage (incorporating refuse store) and amenity space provision
Comments submitted 19th October 2021- The Parish Council feels that the proposed building will create some overlooking on adjacent properties, especially those on Birchwood Road and the overall bulk will adversely affect the street scene on both Alfan Lane and Clarendon Place.

viii. DA/21/01545/FUL- Ivydene, Barn End Lane, Wilmington
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension and provision of dormer window in front and rear elevations, roof lights in front, rear and side elevations in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space.
No comments/ observations 

ix. DA/21/01542/FUL- 14 Taylor Row, Wilmington 
Erection of a single storey rear extension and demolition of the existing conservatory (amendment to previously approved planning permission DA/21/01264/FUL)
No comments/ observations 

x. DA/21/01561/FUL- 3 Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Lane
Erection of a detached cart lodge garage
Comments submitted 10th November 2021- The Parish Council objects to this development as the location, being fully visible from the adjacent road, reduces the openness of this converted barn site. It is unlikely that a small detached building would be so positioned in a working farm, hence its existence in this position would change the character from farm yard to that of an urban terrace. Hence it is incompatible with appropriate and necessary development within the Metropolitan Green Belt.

xi. DA/21/01470/FUL- 10 Hurlfield, Wilmington 
Erection of a detached log cabin for use as a beauty treatment room (retrospective application)
No comments/ observations 

xii. DA/21/01572/FUL- 5 Manor Gate Lane, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/observations

xiii. DA/21/01606/FUL- 1 The Close, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey side extension
No comments/ observations 

xiv. DA/21/01588/FUL- 6 Curates Walk, Wilmington
Conversion of a garage to habitable room with associated alterations to front elevation
Comments submitted 27th October 2021- The Parish Council notes that single garage within the proposed plans does not appear to meet DBC minimum standards so wishes that a condition is included foe the continued provision of 2 car parking spaces at the front of the building.

xv. DA/21/01615/FUL- 1 Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Lane
Erection of a detached cart lodge garage
Comments submitted 10th November 2021- Given the extant permission for a two-storey side extension and shed, the Parish Council believes that the erection of a garage, all be it of a style similar to that of the main buildings, represents excessive development within the Metropolitan Green Belt, and will further reduce openness. Being on the roadside of the development the roof of the garage would be visible from the road side generating an urban detached garage character rather than the current, simple, simulated, barn appearance of the whole site.

xvi. DA/21/01629/FUL- Bellingham House, Hook Green Lane
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a detached garage
Comments submitted 8th November 2021- The council notes the one for one replacement but requests that DBC Planning Department assess the impact on the Green Belt of the additional height. Should permission be granted, the Council requests that a condition of use only for car garaging or other storage purposes. 


12. Chairman’s Updates

None.

13. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor Brown asked for an update on the Nighthawkers in Oakfield Park as prior to the Meeting the Clerk was made aware that the Nighthawkers had returned to the park on 29/10/2021.
The Clerk advised she would review the CCTV and report the latest incident to the Police online and local PSCO Joe Smith. 
Going forward it was agreed that the Clerk would create a briefing paper for the Police and check the Parish’s legal position with regards to signage in the park. [AP]

14. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/21/00044/FUL- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/01248/FUL- 32 Brackendene
Permission granted
iii. DA/21/01334/FUL- 50 Clayton Croft Road
Permission granted
iv. DA/21/01241/FUL- The Orchards, 7 The Close
Permission granted
v. DA/21/01390/FUL- 210 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
vi. DA/21/01337/FUL- 9 Norfield Road
Permission granted
vii. DA/21/01371/FUL- 35 Faesten Way
Permission granted
viii. DA/21/01365/LDC- 26 Common Lane
Certified Lawful
ix. DA/21/01514/CDNA- 37 Birchwood Drive
Details approved
x. DA/21/01311/FUL- 49 Squires Way
Permission granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/21/00306/FUL- Woodside, Hook Green Lane
Conversion infill and external alterations to existing brick stable building to form detached dwelling with defined residential curtilage, parking and amenity space, plus conversion of existing timber building to form 2 stables
No further comments/ observations 

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

None

							Signed ……………………            
			
							Parish Chairman	

	Meeting concluded at 9.00pm
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