WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd February 2021                      commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]COVID-19 2020 Regulations Statement
The COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic and the unprecedented Government measures in response to the crisis (e.g. prohibitions on gatherings, social distancing, self-isolation and shielding of those deemed to be the most vulnerable) has meant that the requirement for local authorities to hold public meetings in person with all Members present in one place cannot currently be met. The statutory requirements for meetings are mainly contained in the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (“the 1960 Act”).
In recognition of the difficulties of holding and attending meetings, the Government included s.78 in the Coronavirus Act 2020 and provided the Secretary of State with the power to make Regulations for the provision of holding alternative format meetings.
As such, this Meeting was held under terms agreed by Members namely to conduct the Council business remotely by Zoom with decisions recorded by the Clerk.

Members Present: Councillors Mrs M Peters (Chairman); Mrs A Allen; Mrs S Brown; Ms T Jones; Mr B Garden; Mr D Pickersgill; Mr S Parsons and Mr J Swift 

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor J Beschizza (Dispensation granted)
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Councillor Mr S Parsons declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 12 (a) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter
3. Public Participation

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was noted that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th October 2020; 4th November 2020, 2nd December 2020, 13th January 2021, 3rd February 2021 would be approved and adopted at the next physical Meeting of the Council 
5. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 13th January 2021
The actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 13th January were noted being –
(i) 16th January 2021-Breakdown of Covid Grant sent to Members [Agenda Item 7 (e)]
(ii) 18th January 2021-Contact made with SLTreecare [Agenda Item 8 (a) (iv)]
(iii) 18th January 2021- Loan of Litter pickers and waste bags arranged [Agenda Item 12 (d) (ii)]
(iv) 21st January 2021- Contact made with Investigating Police Officer [Agenda Item 9 (g)]
(v) 22nd January 2021- Contact made with Kier Group and meeting set up [Agenda Item 12 (b) (2)]
(vi) 25th January 2021- Contact made with Owner and developers [Agenda Item 9 (e)]
(vii) 25th January 2021- Contact made with Public Rights of Way Officer at KCC [Agenda Item 9 (f)]
(viii) 26th January 2021- Contact made with Bayliss Landscapes Ltd [Agenda Item 8 (a) (i)]
(ix) 28th January 2021- Briefing paper given to Members [Agenda Item 9 (c)]
(x) 28th January 2021- Briefing paper given to Members [Agenda Item 12 (c)]
(xi) 1st February 2021- Further inspection from JJ Renovations and quote produced 3rd February [Agenda Item 9 (d)]

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st January 2021 were approved

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects 
[bookmark: _Hlk30139190]To receive any update on –
i. It was noted that it is Prince Philips 100th birthday in June 2021 and it was discussed to how the Parish should mark the occasion. The Clerk to research whether other Parishes are celebrating [AP]

(b)     Bollards outside Oakfield Park Pavilion

The decision made, having taken into account costs, Health and Safety concerns and the condition of the proposed location no further action would be taken at this time.
It was noted that Councillor Mrs Brown would engage with Allotment Association to ascertain why the Allotment Holders are driving across the grass and how often.
The clerk to refer to the current agreements in place with a view to updating if necessary.
The clerk to receive recommendations from Bayliss Landscapes and report back at the March Meeting
It was agreed that nobody would drive across the grass unless authority was given by The Groundsman or Clerk [AP]

(c) Oakfield Park Foot Scrappers

The decision made, having taken account of the costs involved, Health and Safety concerns and recommendation from Dartford Borough Council was that no further action be taken and Foot Scrappers would not be installed throughout Oakfield Park

(d) Oakfield Park Pavilion Roof

It was noted that JJ Renovations attended site on 28th January and have located the leak.
Cost to fix leak and repair including ceiling £820.00. This will be done once the weather improves. [FN]

(e) The Pound

It was noted that no further action be taken until the resident has received the land registry documents ordered to ascertain ownership of the wall. [FN]

(f) Damaged Street Light Column

It was noted that resident has provided insurance details and a claim will be made for the Column.
It was further noted that ‘Streetlights’ Team have been contacted for a quote to carry out the repair [AP]

(g) Damage to Village Centre

It was noted that The Clerk had only heard back from the Police on 2nd February and a copy of the CCTV footage had been made available for the Police to view.
It was further noted that the Parish are required to complete a compensation form for the ‘Bench’ and submit ASAP [AP]

(h) Allotment Key

It was noted that the toilet key had not yet been released as the Key Box that the Allotment Association are providing had not been purchased yet.
Councillor Mrs Brown advised she would chase this up with the Association [FN]

(i) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation

It was noted that Councillors Brown, Jones and Pickersgill along with the Clerk met virtually with Kier Group on 2nd February for an informal meeting to discuss the possibility of updating the Pavilion. 
Nothing further to report at this stage [FN]

9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. Wilmington Fair 2021 – No report

ii. Christmas 2021- It was noted Councillor Brown would look at initiatives for the future with possible school involvement

(b) Re-siting of the War Memorial

After lengthy discussion it was agreed that no further action would be taken at this present time other than seeking the Conditions in the event of a Planning Application being submitted for the site to be developed

(c) Dog Poo Bags Oakfield Park

Having given the matter due consideration it was decided that the item be withdrawn and to note that Dartford Borough Council can provide bags which the Parish can give out once Covid restrictions are lifted

(d)    Wilmington Centre

It was agreed that The Groundsman would take on the duties as per Agenda Item 9 (c) once the Village Centre had been repaired following the accident on 12th January 2021 [AP]

(e)    Vision Zero: The Road Safety Strategy for Kent 2020-2026

It was agreed that Councillor Mrs Brown and The Clerk would review the vision and strategy documents and submit an online questionnaire by 15th March 2020 [AP]


10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

In the light of the Chairman and other Members positions on the Principle Authority’s Development Control Board, the Item was chaired by Councillor 
D Pickersgill

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being [AP] –


i. DA/20/01599/FUL- 104 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two-storey front infill extension including internal alterations
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/00031/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, Parsons Lane, Wilmington
Application for tree works as per specification in tree survey report (8000614) subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 2016
Comments submitted 04/02/21-The Parish Council notes with regret the need to fell a small number of semi/early mature trees, including a semi mature oak tree, but supports the work due to the need to prevent further deterioration of the ancient wall adjacent to these trees.  The council requests that the applicant provides a replacement for the felled oak tree, to be planted in a suitable position within the Parish of Wilmington

iii. DA/21/00027/TPO - Area between Manor Gate Lane and Common Lane, Wilmington (Trees changed from Oak to Elm)
[bookmark: _Hlk62645987]Application to Fell trees T1 (English Oak), T2 (English Oak) and T3 (Beech) and Pollard and reduce height by 7-8.00m, reduce all lateral growth to former points, reduce back long etiolated South/West stem to leave a 2.00m long stub; maintain bat roost features. Bat survey needed. Internal investigation if required with a to view removing 1 No. Norway Maple tree (T4), remove deadwood of 1 No. Sycamore tree (T11) and pollard at 7M 1 No. Sycamore tree (T12) subject to Tree Preservation Orders No’s 13 1989 and 8 2006
Comments submitted 26/01/2021 & 04/02/2021- The Parish Council welcomes the proposed management of a number of trees in this area, but objects to the felling of two Elm trees with no defined justification, but not to whatever pruning may be necessary to reduce branches overhanging the roadway.

iv. DA/21/00051/FUL- 1 Fernheath Way, Wilmington
Erection of a two-storey side extension with a part single/part two storey extension
No comments/ objections

v. DA/21/00062/FUL- 156 Summerhouse Drive
Raising height of roof ridge level for provision of three dormer windows to the front elevation, roof lights to side roof and single storey front extension.
Comments submitted 04/02/21- The Parish Council notes this additional enhancement to the previously agreed redevelopment of a traditional 3 bedroom detached house into a 4 bedroomed one.  The increased height and forward facing dormer windows required to accommodate a 5th bedroom on a dwelling virtually nearest the highest point on Summerhouse Drive will
a. create an overbearing effect on the single story buildings to the front left and rear,
b. be significantly out of keeping with the character of the modest 2 story house buildings nearby
c. overly dominate the street scene, in particular from the directly opposite road, Squires Way

The overall development from an empty relatively scarce 3 bedroom detached property to a 5 bedroomed property, a type readily available within the Borough, is an overdevelopment of the site and will adversely affect the available choice of properties, hence is inconsistent with Dartford Council objective to provide a diversity and mix of housing types - as defined in CS17.

vi. DA/21/00058/DEMCON-Wilmington Hall Farm, Broad Lane
Application for prior notification pursuant to Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 Schedule 2, Part 11 of proposed demolition of an open sided structure with curved roof
No comments/ objections 


11. Chairman’s Updates

None

12. Ward Matters Raised by Members


Councillor Mr S Parsons had asked for the following matter to be considered
(a) Oakfield Park Trees 

It was noted that 
 
i. The Tree had been cut back as per quote schedule agreed on 7th October 2020
ii. Advice from SL Treecare surgeon is that the tree is healthy and further works are not necessary, by cutting back the tree further it may set a precedent for other residents to request cutting back of tree’s close to their houses but that said the tree would not be damaged by further cutting back
iii. The Clerk would find out whether the tree is subject to a TPO and to report back at the March Meeting of the Council for a decision will be made 


Councillor Mr B Garden had asked for the following matter to be discussed
(b) Parking in Vicinity of Summerhouse Drive entrance to Joydens Wood

Following a verbal report from Councillor Garden it was noted that

i. An application for ‘corner protection’ has been accepted and will be progressed in the next financial year
ii. An application for ‘Bus Lane Marking’ outside the Entrance to Joydens Wood has been made

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/20/01167/VCON- Former The Foresters, 235 High Road
Permission Granted
ii. DA/20/01365/FUL- 230 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission Granted
iii. DA/20/01358/FUL- 63 Squires Way, Wilmington
Permission Granted 
iv. DA/20/01408/FUL- 10 Chenies, Wilmington
Permission Granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. To note a Residents Petition was received regarding Oakfield Lane Parking, this has been forwarded to Borough Councillor Derek Hunnisett as the area is outside of the Parish and is a matter over which the Parish has no jurisdiction.
ii. To note that a number of volunteers have come forwarded for the Stay Local Litter Pick and equipment has been delivered to each household.
iii. To note that a number of rubbish items have been dumped on land close to Parish Land, the matter has been forwarded on to Highways Agency.
iv. To note the Bin at Parsons Lane has been replaced.
v. To note that KALC are working with KCC running x2 workshops during Feb and March on ‘The Road Safety Strategy for Kent 2020-2026’

Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.45pm
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