
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 7th July 2021 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None received at the time of distribution.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.
3. Public Participation
To respond to any questions asked or comments made by any resident either prior to or at the Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd June 2021 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

5. Actions Taken Following the Meeting held on 2nd June 2021
To note the actions taken at the Meeting’ held on 2nd June being –
(i)  21st June 2021- Request to SLCC for PDF version of Charles Arnold Baker Local Administration Book [Agenda Item 7 (f)]
(ii) 14th June 2021- Contact made with three contractors for quotes to repair Pavilion Roof [Agenda Item 8 (d)]
(iii) 10th June 2021- Contact made with KCC Highways Engineer [Agenda Item 8 (f)]
(iv) 23rd June 2021- Request made to St Michaels Church to home Cyril the Rock Snake [Agenda Item 8(i)]
(v) 23rd June 2021- Response sent to Wilmington Chicken Shop [Agenda Item 9 (e)]
[bookmark: _Hlk60905236]RECOMMENDATION – That the actions taken be noted 

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements
To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May 2021 with 30th June 2021. (To follow)
[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174]RECOMMENDATION – That the Financial Statements be approved

(b) Internal Auditor

To note that the Internal Audit has been concluded with no matters arising.

[bookmark: _Hlk75864025]RECOMMENDATION – That the conclusion of the Internal Audit be noted

(c) External Auditor

To note that the required for documentation has been sent to the External Auditor PKF Littlejohn on 29th June 2021.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d) Bank Mandate

To note Councillor Beschizza has been in contact with Barclays Bank and arranged for money to be transferred from the savings account to the current account to allow transactions to be made. 

To further note the Clerk spent a considerable amount of time on the phone to Barclays as had not heard anything with regards to the Mandate Change, during the call the Clerk was told that the documentation needed to be updated and completed by the new Chairman in order to add Miss Kay Sumner to the mandate and remove Mr Ian Armitt. Once received Barclays will amend the account and the Clerk will be able to order a new bank card for online banking. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2020/21 and 2021/22 Projects 

To consider any suggestions made for future projects.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(b) Wilmington Common Boundary (February 2021)

[bookmark: _Hlk75867035]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(c) Signage at entrance of the driveway leading to the staff car park 

[bookmark: _Hlk67565504]To note, a review of current signage is due to take place in the coming weeks and once reviewed new signage will be ordered.
Currently there is a sign by the entrance to driveway which reads- NO Unauthorised Parking Beyond this Point- by order Wilmington Parish Council (photo attached).
There is a further sign by the staff car park which reads- Oakfield Park DRIVE OR PARK ON THE GRASS By order of Wilmington Parish Council (photo attached).

[bookmark: _Hlk65066803]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with any decision made 

(d) Oakfield Park Pavilion Roof (December 2020)

The Groundsman has been back up on the roof and sealed any holes that he can find. The Clerk has approached three roofing contractors and is waiting to hear back to when they can attend the Pavilion to carry out an inspection and quote for works required. 

[bookmark: _Hlk66694791]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(e) Damaged Street Light Column (January 2021) 

To note, full payment has been made to the Council and the item is now closed.

[bookmark: _Hlk66883933]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(f) Damage to Village Centre (January 2021)

To note, the Clerk is continuing to chase the Council’s insurers for approval to order the replacement bench.
To further note that following email exchanges between the Clerk and Contracts Supervisor at Dartford Borough Council chasing up the replacement bin, it has been confirmed that after some confusion Dartford Borough Council are not responsible for the bin and it is down to Wilmington Parish Council to replace the bin.
Having noted this the Clerk has obtained a quote from Ralt Leisure for a replacement bin which has been forwarded to the Council Insurers and added to the claim.
The Council is expecting to get sign off for the bench and bin within the next few weeks and at this point the bench and bin will be ordered.
Having spoken to Kent Council Councils Highways Lead on several occasions it has be confirmed that the railings will be painted within the next week weather dependant.
RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(g) Oakfield Park Rejuvenation (January 2021)

To note, KIER Group are due to attend the Pavilion week commencing 12th July to discuss the feasibility report for the Pavilion. The Clerk will update Members in due course. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70504610]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(h) Plant Britain (February 2021)

To receive an update from Councillor Mr B Garden.	

[bookmark: _Hlk70504514]RECOMMENDATION – That the update and any actions taken be noted

(i) Cyril The Rock Snake (November 2020)

To note, the Clerk has contacted Reverend Carl Chambers to request that Cyril is homed outside St Michaels pre-school. 
Carl Chambers is taking this forward with the local resident involved. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(j) Anti-Social Behaviour Oakfield Park (ongoing)

To note, the Clerk is continuing to work with the Police and report every criminal incident to Kent Police and antisocial incidents to PCSO Joe Smith.
[bookmark: _Hlk75950204]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate


(k) Parish Highways Improvement Plan (ongoing)

Having distributed the latest plan to Members prior to the meeting to discuss any actions that need addressing and to be feedback to Kent Highways Project Manager. 
To add Kent County Council to clean the swing gate boundary picket fences

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

9. Items for Discussion


(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. Wilmington Village Fair 2022- To appoint two replacements on the Wilmington Fair Committee.

ii. Christmas 2021- No report.

iii. Wilmington Big Clean- Proposed date Saturday 11th September 2021- Councillor Mrs S Brown to give a verbal update.

[bookmark: _Hlk60904999][bookmark: _Hlk75501479][bookmark: _Hlk73086097]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(b) 2023 Boundary Review 

Having circulated to Members the announcement of the 2023 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies and a link to the Boundary Commission for England consultation which closes on 2 August, to consider whether to Council wish to submit any comments and to appoint a Lead Member to assist the Clerk with a response which will be reviewed by all Members before the closing date. 

To further consider distributing an update to the community via the Council Website and social media channels.


[bookmark: _Hlk75864899]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(c) Wilmington Centre- Rose Garden 

To note, the Rose Garden is overgrown and has been reported to Dartford Borough Council who are responsible for managing the area. 
The response received- At present due to the extraordinary growing conditions caused by hot weather followed by periods of rain, the grass growth everywhere has increased.
Unfortunately, this has slowed our contractor down as the longer grass also takes more time and is more difficult to cut.
Although our contractor has been delayed, they are working hard to get back on schedule.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(d) Parish Clerk

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972
[bookmark: _Hlk76027278]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(e) Community Message

Having received a briefing paper prior to the meeting, to release a community message to residents.

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made 

(f) Public Bins

To note, following a number of bins within the Parish that have moved positions or are no longer ‘fixed’, the Clerk is in dialogue with Dartford Borough Council’s Waste Team and a review of which bins have been moved or missing will be carried out. 

[bookmark: _Hlk76029156]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(g) Wilmington Chicken Shop

To note, the Clerk has written to the owner of the Chicken Shop advising that the removal of the shrubs, trees and fence will not be authorised as the area forms part of a Village rejuvenation scheme where the Parish Council worked with the Wilmington Society to strengthen the natural beauty of the area.
To further note, the Parish Groundsman has this week pruned and tidied the area and will continue to do so on a regular basis. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(h) Wilmington Parochial Charity

Following the resignation from Mrs Jennifer Rickwood, to appoint a new representative for the Charity.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate



10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/21/00829/FUL- 1 Fearnheath Way
Erection of a two-storey side extension with a part single/part two storey rear extension (revisions to previously approved planning permission. (DA/21/00051/FUL)
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/21/00820/FUL- Lumbersland, Birchwood Road
Refurbishment and extension of single dwelling house comprising: single storey rear extension, garage conversion, double storey rear/side extension, single storey front extension, double storey porch, replacement detached outbuilding, dormer windows to front and rear elevation to provide additional rooms in the roof space.
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/21/00844/TPO- The Orange Tree, 6 Hawley Road
T1 Acer pseudoplatanus – sycamore: reduce the crown of the tree by the selective removal of between 3-3.5 metres from the branch tips, in practice a reduction of leaf mass of approx. 25% (Height reduced from 15m to 11.5-12m and radial spread from 6-7m to 4-4.5m) and the epicormic growth around the main leaders to be removed T2 Acer pseudoplatanus - sycamore: feel to ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1993. 
Comments submitted 8th June 2021- The Parish Council objects to the felling of T2 as the applicant has not provided any reason and it provides a significant green barrier between the applicant's licensed premises and the adjacent school.

iv. DA/21/00830/FUL- 13 The Close, Wilmington
Demolition of existing dwelling, conservatory, garage and summer room and erection of a two-storey 6-bedroom house including rear dormer window to provide accommodation within the roof space.
No comments/ observations

v. DA/21/00887/FUL- 6 Manor Gate Lane, Wilmington 
Erection of a two-storey side extension.

vi. DA/21/00208/FUL- Land and Stables South Of Puddledock Lane
Erection of a 1 bedroom dwelling house with ancillary workshop on ground and first floor (retrospective). 
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/21/00919/FUL- Wilmington Cottage, Broad Lane, Wilmington
Erection of a singly storey side extension
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/21/00932/FUL- 26 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension, detached garage & raised front boundary walls

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any comments or observation made to the Planning Authority

11. Chairman’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chairman

[bookmark: _Hlk62388128]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

12. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda 
for the September Meeting of the Council

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/21/00150/FUL- 177 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/00524/FUL- 6 Garden Place, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/21/00130/LBC- 113 High Road, Wilmington
Permission granted 
iv. DA/21/00399/FUL- 10 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
v. DA/20/01617/FUL- Maristow, Church Walk
Permission granted 
vi. DA/21/00189/FUL- Brawby, Stock Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
vii. DA/21/00666/TPO- 3 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington
Consent refused
viii. DA/21/00640/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Consent granted
ix. DA/21/00062/FUL- 156 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Permission granted
x. DA/21/00410/FUL- Wyvern, 14 Stock Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
xi. DA/21/00259/FUL- 23 Squires Way, Wilmington
Permission granted
xii. DA/21/00700/FUL- 67 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
xiii. DA/21/00593/FUL – 10 Chave Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
xiv. DA/21/00683/FUL- 206 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission refused

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications

None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –
[bookmark: _Hlk62388179]
i. To note a new swing has been ordered following vandalism at Chestnut Grove playground.
ii. To note following a periodic inspection of the allotments, two tenants were reminded to maintain their plots as per their agreement and have since brough back up to standard. 
iii. To note the litter pickers are still actively picking around Wilmington.

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Clerks & Councils Direct











