WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: S Brown (Chair); J Beschizza; J Swift; D Mann
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
B Garden; M Peters; T Jones; S Parsons; D Pickersgill
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Cllr Mann declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item 7 (b) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter.
3. Public Participation
None. 
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th November 2022 were approved.

(b) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

The receipt of a recent CIL payment of £17,960.95 and current CIL balance £38,758.54 were noted.
Members agreed that the recent repair work at The Pound which cost £1,280 was to be used to reduce the balance to £2,883.07 of which needed to be spent by October 2023.

(c) KCC Covid 19 Local Recovery Fund

It was noted that £500.00 received from KCC had been spent on the water testing and shower repairs at Oakfield Park Pavilion.

(d) 2023/24 Provisional Budget

To review 
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(e) HR Matters- Briefing Paper from Lead Member of Finance

NJC Award
Staff Christmas Bonus
To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972
[bookmark: _Hlk120183632]
(f) [bookmark: _Hlk120700472]Scribe Price increase April 2023

It was noted that subscription will increase by £4.80 a month from 01.04.23 to £345.60 per annum.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park- Longer term project, Clerk will report back in 2023.

No other suggestions for future projects were received. 

(b) Pavilion

It was agreed that a contractor would be instructed at a cost of £225.00 + VAT to review- 
• Review the photovoltaic panel system and controls and comment on its suitability and condition. 
• Review and comment on the varying costs the council has been paying for electricity – we can provide the details 
• Advise on the suitability of the system which is used for heating and lighting and male and female changing room showers 
• Review and comment on the suitability of the electric heaters 
• Comment on the adequacy of the roof insulation 

(c) Parliamentary Constituency 

It was noted that the Boundary Commission for England had released its final proposals for the Parliamentary Constituency on 8th November 2022, with a request for any additional comments. 
Wilmington Parish Council submitted a follow up response on 5th December 2022.
Final recommendations will be issued to Parliament by 1 July 2023 and subsequently published South East | BCE Consultation Portal (bcereviews.org.uk)

(d) Proposed restructure of Sir Thomas Smythe’s Charity

Update shows that meeting held on 17th October 2022 that the body of the Trustees would be dissolved and that was the final meeting. 

(e) Wilmington Parish Council Community Thanks and Feedback Forum

Details agreed and will be published in due course. 

(f) Community Sponsorship of Christmas Lunches 
Following an approach from St Michaels and All Angel’s and Wilmington Community Churches it was agreed that the council would sponsor x2 Christmas lunches for the benefit of the Parish residents. Budget agreed of £300.00 for each entity to sponsor food and drinks.

8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives (Ongoing)

Pre School Allotment- Launching and update in Spring 2023. 

Benches in Oakfield Park- Under review.

Ann Allen Memorial Bench- Will be installed inline with Preschool Allotment launch in Spring 2023.

Queens Green Canopy- Productive meeting held in November with Countryside Team courtesy of Dartford Borough Council, dates of delivery and planting expected to be early 2023 subject to confirmation, area to be prepared by the Groundsman.

Parish repair and replacement of Wooden and Concrete Bollards- To review in 2023.

Scary Scarecrow Competition- Winners announced and gift cards issued.  Matter now closed.

(b) New Initiatives

New initiatives to be replaced going forward with a new Parish Initiative Application and Tracker- Agenda Item 8(c). 

(c) Parish Initiative Application and Tracker

The ‘Parish Initiative Tracker’ was welcomed by Members as a positive step forward and approved. 

(d) Dartford Borough Council Santa Tour 2022

It was noted and thanks were given to DBC to continue to support Santa tour. 

9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/22/01272/FUL- 17 Greenfield Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached garage
Comments- The Parish Council requests more detailed plans thus allowing an assessment of parking arrangements out with the proposed garage and the ability of vehicles entering the garage being able to be totally clear of the pedestrian foot way and main carriageway.

ii. DA/22/01266/FUL- 3 Manor Close, Wilmington
Alterations to roof from hipped to gable for proposed rear dormer window in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space and single storey rear extension.
No comments/observations

iii. DA/22/01268/FUL- 13 Broad Lane, Wilmington
Erection of boundary walls each side of the property (retrospective application)
No comments/observations

iv. [bookmark: _Hlk120186860]DA/22/01265/FUL- Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, Wilmington
Demolition of existing disused and redundant gospel church (Class F1) and erection of a single dwelling (Class C3) with soft landscaping and parking provision.
Comments- While the Parish Council recognises that the neighbouring properties on Birchwood Road are large detached houses, Alfan lane is primarily detached bungalows, hence this very large and more “commercially” looking house appears incongruous, exacerbated by the high chimney protruding from the flat roof of the single story western end of the property.  With a significant portion of the   south facing wall, being a minimal distance in from the Alfan Lane trackway, the development will additionally create a “tunnel”  effect prior to the general openness of Alfan Lane.  Furthermore, with the front entrance porch projecting up to the trackway, the Council believes there may be a road safety issue.
With no alteration to the width of Alfan Lane since the refused application 22/00012/FUL, the Council notes that the width remains inadequate for fire appliance access, as advised by Kent Fire and Rescue Service
The Council notes that the Dartford Borough Council arboriculture consultant, within the previous refused application 22/00012/FUL, expressed concern that the garage within that application would harm neighbouring protected trees.  With a significant portion of the main building of this new application now positioned over the site of the previous garage, the Council expresses concern at the possibility of greater harm to the neighbouring trees.
The Council notes that the “red line” of the application site includes the full width of Alfan Lane and the part between 176 and 178 Birchwood Road.  The Council is concerned that should this application be approved there may be a risk to unrestricted access to the other properties on Alfan Lane.  A revised “Proposed Location Plan “with “red lining” accurately defining the area to which this application applies is requested. 
The Council notes that Wilmington Parish owned streetlights are located within the “red line” area, including one close to the proposed development. The Council requests a condition to secure the permanency of the lights, together with continuous unrestricted access for maintenance and replacement purposes.

v. DA/22/01265/FUL Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, Wilmington
REVISED APPLICATION- Demolition of existing disused and redundant gospel church (Class F1) and erection of a single dwelling (Class C3) with soft landscaping and parking provision. 
The revisions being revised ownership certificate and plans. 
No additional comments required.

vi. DA/22/0241/FUL- 42 Chalet Close, Bexley
Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear and front extensions
Comments- The Parish Council is concerned that the first floor frontage of the extension is insufficiently indented from the line of the current frontage to prevent a “terrace house” frontage should the adjacent property subsequently apply for first floor side extension to their property.  Greater indentation is requested. The Council notes the provision of a treatment room and office facilities for commercial use. To minimise noise and movement disturbance to neighbours the Council requests Operating hours conditions no greater than 0900 -1800 Monday to Friday , 0900 to 1300 on Saturday and no Sunday use.
A minimum of 1 off street parking space, sized at DBC SPD standards for disabled use, be continuously available for use by clients during permitted operating hours.
Consideration be given for the provision of a total of 3 off street parking spaces, all with dropped kerb access.
To retain the residential environment of this cul de sac, the Council requests a condition that no commercial signage be affixed to the front of the building, nor other free standing advertising boards.
Given the possible commercial use, the Council requests that doors and other elements associated with this use be DDA compliant.

vii. DA/22/0189/FUL- 15 Carsington Gardens
Erection of a detached outbuilding (retrospective application), raised platform to front of outbuilding and privacy screens to front and side platform. 
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/22/01320/TPO- Burnt Oak House Rear of Haldon, Rowhill Road
Application for T2- Hornbeam- Fell to ground- subject to Tree Preservation Order No 5. 1978
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/22/01350/FUL- 19 Silver Birch Close, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations

x. DA/22/01345/FUL- 73 Norfield Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear extension (retrospective application)
No comments/ observation

xi. DA/22/01370/FUL- 4 Wilmington Court Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension and part two/part single storey rear extension and elevational alterations
No comments/ observations

10. Chairman’s Updates

A Christmas Message would be duly delivered on behalf of the Parish Council in the coming week.
The Chair was delighted at the vibrant Christmas events that were taking place during December and the Parish Council were pleased to promote and engage with these where possible. 
The Chair has recommended that a review of the Parish Council’s website take place in 2023. 

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being -

i. DA/22/01026/FUL- The Ship Puddledock Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/22/01029/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/22/00939/FUL- 37 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
iv. DA/22/00772/FUL- Land at former Heathside Nursery and 64 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
v. DA/22/01071/FUL- 57 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
vi. DA/22/01157/TRCON- St Michaels Church, Church Hill Wilmington
No objection
vii. DA/22/01706/LDC- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, Parsons Lane, Wilmington
Not Lawful
viii. DA/22/01079/FUL- 94 Warren Road, Wilmington 
Permission granted
ix. DA/22/01161/FUL- 31 Whitehead Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/22/00233/FUL- Winterbrook, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee October 2022 Newsletter was noted.
ii. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of details for #KnowSeeSpeakOut event 2022 were noted.
iii. Having been circulated to Members, receipt of Crime Statistics for Wilmington for month of November 2022 from PCSO K Midford were noted.

The following publications were available to any Member on request –
Kent Countryside Voice
Clerks and Councils Direct
The Clerk November 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk123644645]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.41pm
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