WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: Mrs S Brown (Chair); Ms T Jones (Vice Chair); Mr D Pickersgill; Mr S Parsons; Mrs M Peters; Mr D Mann 
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Mr J Beschizza; Mr B Garden and Mr J Swift gave apologies prior to the agenda being distributed.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
None. 
3. Public Participation
None  
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th April 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
None  
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2022 were approved.
(b) Financial Controls

The 2022 Internal Audit Plan and Internal Control Policy were approved.

(c) 2022/2023 Draft Accounts 

The Draft Accounts were noted.

(d) AGAR

It was noted that the Annual Governance and Accounting Statements were unable to be approved at the Meeting as the Clerk was having difficulties and had sought assistance from fellow Clerk at Sutton at Hone Parish Council who had been very kind to offer her free time to assist.

To further note that the Internal Auditor was not due in until 6th June 2022 so the documents could be brought to Council in an Extraordinary Meeting following the completion of the Internal Audit.

(e) Government Support Grant 

The payment of the 1st instalment of the 2022/23 Precept and Government Support Grant was noted as being received. £659.00 GSC and £48,123.00 Precept.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects 

Following a discussion Council agreed to look at improving the Nature Trail in Oakfield Park.
The Clerk agreed to dig out the original documentation of when the trail was installed etc and arrange a site visit with a contractor with a view of reporting back to Council in due course. 

(b) The Pound

It was noted that the resident had spoken with Land Registry direct and that the Wall is unregistered. 

The Clerk agreed to contact a local contractor to obtain costings to repair the wall to the original height and then bring back to Council for a decision on how to proceed.

(c) Co- Option Policy and Standing Orders

The amended Co- Option Policy and Standing Orders were approved. 

(d) Ann Allen MBE Thanksgiving Service 25th May 2022

It was noted that 17 people were booked on the coach with times and pick up details being confirmed.
The Clerk agreed to let all residents know the details.
Thanks was also given to ‘Go Coach’ for the donation of the coach.

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair- Council received a verbal report from Cllr Pickersgill noting that the take up of stalls has been fairly slow compared to previous years. 

(b) Queens Green Canopy

Following a verbal report from the Clerk it was noted that the project would look to commence in late Autumn and the Clerk would report back to Council with further information. 

(c) Café Ukraine

It was noted that Wilmington Parish Council would like to be of assistance however it would be dependent on days and times of the Café due to the Pavilion already being rented out at weekends and only open weekdays between 7.30 and 3.30pm.
It was suggested that the Memorial Hall may be a better option but this would need to be discussed with the Secretary as again the hall is often booked throughout the week/ weekends. 

9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. [bookmark: _Hlk99354390]DA/22/00341/FUL- 1 The Close, Wilmington
Erection of a first floor rear extension and provision of roof lights into roof slopes in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space of rooflights.
No comments/ observations 

ii. DA/22/00386/FUL-192 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Conversion of existing garage to habitable room and replacement of garage door with bay window and associated alterations
No comments/ observations 

iii. DA/2200442/TPO- 224 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley
Application for 2 x Large Sweet Chestnuts in the rear garden: Reduction of approx 2.5m (see annotated photo) subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957
No comments/ observations

iv. DA/22/00440/TPO- 140 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Application to fell 1 No. oak tree subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 13 1971
No comments/ observations

v. DA/2200441/FUL- 152 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey front extension and single storey side/part rear extension.
No comments/ observations
	
vi. DA/22/0046/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Conversion of existing garage into habitable room with provision of a bay window to front elevation and associated alterations in the side (north) elevation
[bookmark: _Hlk102731911]No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/00481/FUL- 230 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of a detached 5 bedroom dwelling
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/22/00467/TPO- Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane
Application for Lime Tree - reduce top crown by 2-3m (current height 15-17 metres) and remove 2-4 metres or rear side over neighbours gardens to re-balance to retain a natural shape, ensuring the canopy is back behind boundary, ring cut ivy 1m from base and strip off 1m subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1989
No comments/ observations 

ix. DA/22/00504/FUL- 23 Fearnheath Way, Wilmington
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations 

x. DA/22/0338/FUL- 144 Birchwood Road
Demolition of existing house and erection of a 4 bedroom house with attached garage and outbuilding
Comments submitted 23rd May 2022- Subject to agreement to all arboriculture conditions proposed by the DBC Tree consultant, WPC offer no objections to this development.

10. Chairman’s Updates

Councillor Brown advised all Members that the Clerk at Sutton at Hone and Hawley Parish Council had been assisting WPC Clerk over the last few months with Financial and Clerking matters and it was agreed that as a thank you WPC would send some flowers to Kathryn Gale up to the value of £50.00. 

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Cllr Jones had recently attended a meeting with the Parochial Charity and the Charity are looking at ways to help families within the Parish in need. 

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/22/00118/TPO- In front of Monks Orchard
Consent granted
ii. DA/22/00130/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Consent granted
iii. DA/22/00143/LDC- 139 Hawley Road
Certified as Lawful
iv. DA/21/01107/COU- Eagle Farm rear of 95 High Road
Permission refused
v. DA/20/01514/LDC- Wilmington Hall Farm, Broad Lane
Certified as lawful
vi. DA/22/00192/FUL- 3 Hook Green Farm
Permission refused
vii. DA/21/01811/FUL- 20 Oakfield Park Road
Permission granted
viii. DA/22/00293/TRCON- within Church Hill Conservation Area
No objection
ix. DA/22/00263/FUL- 30 Brackendene, Wilmington
Permission granted
x. DA/22/0147/FUL- Doone Cottage Church Walk, 
Permission granted
xi. DA/22/00271/FUL- 196 Birchwood Road,
Permission granted
xii. DA/22/00326/FUL Hulse Orchard, Common Lane
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None  

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

i. The receipt of the March and April’s Newsletter from PCSO Joe Smith was noted. 

The following publications were available to any Member on request –
Kent Countryside Voices
[bookmark: _Hlk89774838]Countryside Voices

Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.02pm
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