WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: Mrs S Brown (Chair); Ms T Jones (Vice Chair); Mr J Beschizza; Mr B Garden; Mr J Swift; Mrs M Peters; Mr D Mann 
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Mr S Parsons gave apologies prior to the meeting.
Mr D Pickersgill gave apologies after the meeting had commenced.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
Mr J Beschizza declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 9 (xv) and took no part in the consideration of the subject matter. 
3. Public Participation
None  
4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2022 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on Thursday 16th June 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May and 30th June 2022 were approved.
(b) Cambridge and Counties Bank

The rise in interest rate from 0.75% to 1.3% and interest credited of £764.56 on the Council’s account with Cambridge and Counties Bank was noted.

(c) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

Following a discussion it was agreed that as there are no plans to improve the ‘Darent River Path’ through the area that runs through Wilmington then Wilmington Parish Council would not be contributing £10,000 previously offered.
Members also agreed that they did not want to explore the community project around the Darent Valley Path as there were a number of projects within Wilmington Centre that could benefit from CIL monies. 
It was noted that £4,163.07 needed to be spent by October 2023.
It was agreed that Members would look at suitable projects within their wards and bring back to Council suggestions at a future meeting.
 
(d) Wilmington in Bloom

The payment for load testing £2,212.00 (+VAT) was noted. The Clerk explained that this is required every three years with the next one being due in 2025. It was further noted that the summer planting was complete and payment of £5,206.00 (+VAT) will be made on receipt of the invoice. 

(e) Internal Auditor

The receipt of the Internal Audit Report was noted.
Thanks was given to the Clerk for all her hard work in getting the audit completed successfully.

(f) External Auditor

It was noted that the required documentation had been submitted to PKF Littlejohn with the Clerk advising that an update should follow in the Autumn.

(g) Joydens Wood Community Centre

It was noted that the pop-up telescopic bollards had been installed and grant payment of £500.00 had been made.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects 

Councillor Brown gave a verbal update following the site visit on 9th June to the Nature Trail. The Council are awaiting a quote and will report back to Full Council in due course. 

(b) The Pound

Following a discussion on the quote received and the implications involved the Clerk advised she was waiting to hear back from the Council’s insurers with regards to the legal implication if any involved in taking ownership of the wall. The Clerk was asked to investigate further with land registry and see if Dartford Borough Council held any historic information on the wall. 


8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair- The Clerk gave a verbal update in the absence of Cllr Pickersgill noting that all the relevant licences had been approved and that Cllr Palmer would be creating a poster to advertise the event in which The Clerk will upload to social media and in the Parish Noticeboards. 

(b) New Initiatives

Benches in Oakfield Park- To be added to the Parish Calendar and possible use of CIL money.

Pre- School Allotment- It was agreed that St Michael’s Pre School would be donated an allotment in the Autumn and Cllr Brown would reach out to the local community for donations of pots/ equipment etc and investigate any grants available.

Rewilding Wilmington- It was agreed that wildflower seeded be planted next year in Wilmington, noting that permission would need to be sought from any areas that belong to Dartford Borough or Kent County Council’s. 

Keep Britain Tidy posters- It was agreed that the Clerk would order posters to be displayed throughout Wilmington in Notice Boards/ bus shelters and that The Clerk had approached Kent County Council for permission to display on KCC owned railings.

Outdoor Cinema- To look into for 2023 at Oakfield Park.


(c) JWRCA Representative and Lead Member of Finance

It was noted that Cllr David Mann had recently taken the role of JWRCA Representative and that he was happy to take on the role of Lead Member of Finance incorporating with his role of Lead Member of Personnel.
Thanks was given to Cllr John Beschizza for his tenure over the years as Lead Member of Finance and it was noted that Cllr Beschizza would still be there to support the Clerk and new Lead Member of Finance with the upcoming budget. 

(d) Remodelling of Oakfield Park Pavilion

A verbal update was given by Cllrs Brown and Mann noting that areas that need looking into first are the roof, heating, solar panels, showers and internal and external toilets.
A further update will be given in due course. 

(e) Water Supply at Oakfield Park Pavilion 

Following a discussion it was agreed that Quote 1 with the option extra was the best option for the Council.
The Clerk was instructed to accept the quote and proceed. 

(f) Council Website

It was noted that the website needed refreshing and The Clerk advised that she would make the relevant simple changes to the website to make it more user friendly and then bring back to Council to decide whether an outside body needed to be instructed. 

(g) A Summer of Fun in the Parish

It was noted that The Clerk had been and would continue to promote events throughout Wilmington and Dartford on Councils Facebook page and Website.

(h) Delegated Authority
It was agreed that, in the absence of an August Meeting of the Council, delegated authority to make a decision on any matter was given to the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman in conjunction with the Clerk. It was further agreed that should a decision be required on a financial matter that the power would be extended to include the Lead Member on Finance.

(i) Parish Forum

It was noted that at the Parish Forum held on 5th July 2022 a new Chairman and Vice Chairman were appointed-

Chairman- Councillor David Harbud, Sutton at Hone & Hawley Parish Council

Vice Chairman- Councillor Jeremy Kite MBE, Leader of Dartford Borough Council

9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. DA/22/00493/FUL- 15 Brackendene, Wilmington
Demolition of rear conservatory, excavation of part of rear garden and erection of a lower level single storey rear extension, extension to front porch and provision of dormer window with Juliette balcony in rear roof slope and roof lights in front roof slope in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space
Comments submitted 23rd May 2022- WPC request that the roof of the third floor be set below ridge height and thus be consistent with height of adjoining property.

ii. DA/22/00569/FUL- 12 Brackendene, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey front extension
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/22/00571/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached double garage to front garden
Comments submitted 8th June 2022- Being located in a prominent position at the very front of the site, the mass and height of the garage will be detrimental to the open nature of the immediate area. 

iv. DA/22/00544/FUL- 16 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a detached garden room
No comments/ observations

v. DA/22/00570/FUL- Rosewood, 224B Birchwood Road
Erection of a part two storey, part first floor side extension, raising height of roof to provide mansard roof with front and rear dormer windows providing living accommodation, new & altered window and doors openings to front & rear elevations, new entrance porch structure, new windows/doors and rendered external wall finish
[bookmark: _Hlk109639577]No comments/ observations

vi. DA/22/0010/FUL- 7 Langworth Close, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey front extension and conversion of integral garage to entrance hall and utility room with associated alterations to front elevation, ground floor windows to side elevation and additional hardstanding to front to serve additional parking space
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/00632/FUL- 76 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley
Removal of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension, two storey side extension, front porch and alterations to front bay
No comments/ observations 

viii. DA/22/00651/TPO- 6 Tredegar Road, Wilmington
Application for T1. Oak - Crown reduce in height and radial spread by 2m. Remove epicormic growth on the main stem to 6m from ground level. Current estimated height 17m leaving at 15m. Current estimated radial spread 10m leaving at 8m subject to Tree Preservation Order No.12 2007
No comments/ observations

ix. DA/22/00627/TPO- Woodlands Lodge, Rowhill Road
Application for T1 Lime tree - reduce crown by 3 metres in height and lateral branches reduced by 1.5 metres and thinned by 20% (estimated finished dimensions height will be 16 metres and finished spread will be 5 metres); T2 Lime tree - reduce crown by 3 metres in height and lateral branches reduced by 1.5 metres and thinned by 20% (estimated finished dimensions height will be 16 metres and finished spread will be 5 metres) subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 1978 
[bookmark: _Hlk109639890]No comments/ observations

x. DA/22/00588/FUL- Stonehill Farm, Stone Hill Green
Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of a detached outbuilding and associated works
Comments submitted 27th June 2022- While the Parish Council acknowledges the sympathetic design of this replacement for an old barn, the inclusion of office and studio accommodation on the first floor could increase activity within this Green Belt site.  Coupled with the level of intensification already occurring/possible, due to a number of previously approved applications, it is felt that this additional activity would further intensify activity to the harm of the Green Belt.

xi. DA/22/00631/FUL- 91 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations

xii. DA/22/00618/FUL- 94 Warren Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear infill extension
No comments/ observations

xiii. DA/22/00552/FUL- 45A Norfield Road, Wilmington
Raising height of roof to provide rear dormer window with Juliette balcony, roof lights in front roof slope and windows in gable ends in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space and erection of a single storey rear/side extension with relocation of front entrance
No comments/ observations

xiv. DA/22/00763/FUL- 17 The Close, Wilmington
Erection of a part two storey/ part single storey/ part first floor rear/side extension and front extensions
No comments/ observations

xv. DA/22/0765/FUL- 53 Squires Way, Wilmington
Demolition of existing attached garage and rear conservatory and erection of a single storey rear and part side extension
Suggested Comments- Request condition that existing off road parking for 2 cars be retained.

xvi. DA/22/00796/TPO Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Application for various works as described in Tree Report 800741 subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 4 2016 Works in Main School area and Satellite Playing Field
No comments/ observations 

xvii. Da/22/00772/FUL Land at Former Heathside Nursery & 64 Leyton Cross Road
Demolition of 6 No. existing commercial buildings and an existing bungalow with detached garage including the removal of hardstanding areas and lattice tower mast. Creation of new vehicular access and the erection of 27 No. residential dwellings with amenity space, landscaping, parking and infrastructure as well as the provision of public open space
Suggested Comments- While the existing use of the site is B8, Storage and Distribution, this resulted from repurposing nursery green-houses of a permanent structure, hence the site retains the characteristic of agricultural buildings within a Green Belt location.  Indeed, agricultural use, in the form of a chilli farm and exotic fruit and vegetable production unit, continues.  (Transport Statement para 1.2).  Consequently, development on this site requires justification based on “Very Special Circumstances” and no loss of Green Belt characteristics.
The applicant’s claimed “Contribution to identified housing needs” cannot be considered as a “Very Special Circumstance” due to the existence of an agreed 5-year housing supply within areas of Dartford already identified and being developed for sustainable housing.
With the creation of 27 separate residences, with over 50% being 4- and 5-bedroom houses with high roof lines, the characteristics of the site will be significantly changed.  There is likely to be increased intensification of use and activity, light pollution, the noise associated with a residential area, possible loss of biodiversity and some adverse effect on wild life, all of which are  criteria stated within Dartford Borough Council’s Planning Policies as being detrimental to the Green Belt and need to be avoided.
Overall, the Parish Council has been unable to identify any special circumstances that justify this development.  It believes that it is an inappropriate development within the Metropolitan Green Belt and should be assessed and treated as such
The Council notes the proposal to remove a telecommunications mast from the site “to improve the openness Green Belt”.  As currently located the mast is not visible from many viewpoints.  Its relocation is likely to be the reverse.  Hence the Parish Council requests that the mast be retained in its current position.

The Parish Council notes that the developer has not recognized the need to widen from 0.4m the adjoining footpath along the eastern side of Leyton Cross Road, consequently failing to consider the need for safe pedestrian access along the eastern side of Leyton Cross Road to/from the site entrance.  Additionally, the Transport Statement implies that there is an official cycle way between Leyton Cross cross roads and Pinewood Place.  While suitable for use by cycles, it needs to be noted that there is no obligation on any local council to maintain this pathway.

xviii. DA/22/00708/TPO- Wilmington House, Church Walk
Application for: T25 Acer Pseudoplatanus - Reduce in height by 3.5m and spread by 2m maintaining a natural shape (estimated finished dimensions 14.5m height, 6m spread); T27 Prunus Cerasifera - Clean previous cuts and raise canopy by 2M; T33 Acer Pseudoplatanus - Remove deadwood and reduce by 1M over the car park (height will remain same). (estimated finished dimensions- 4m spread); T13 Taxus Baccata - Reduce height by 4m and spread by 2m overhanging car park mainly removal of deadwood back to live growth; T38 Fraxinus Excelsior - Remove to ground level and poison; T14 Taxus Baccata - Remove to ground level all subject to Tree Preservation Order No.2 1992 within Church Hill Conservation Area
No comments/ observations

.

10. Chairman’s Updates


KCC Mobile Library- Cllr Brown and KCC Cllr Sandhu recently visited the library.
Residents and KCC very happy with the service which is well used and also residents commented how useful the Parish Notice Boards are.

Kent Rural Coffee and Library Rota for 2023- Details to follow next year.

Playplace- KCC commissioned until 2023- Engagement with Playplace with potential summer holiday services being looked at. 

War Memorial- KCC agreed to tidy up and clear the War Memorial area.
WPC looking to register a community interest in sites around the area. 

Oakfield Park Nature Trail- The Parish Groundsman, Cllrs Brown and Mann met with Bayliss Landscapes regarding tidy up of the area. Further details to follow once quotes received.

Wilmington Country Market- Cllr Brown visited the Country Market, met with the leader. Note the Country Market have requested a grant form from the Clerk.

School Engagement- Common Lane Schools have been supported and carried out two recent litter picks of the area.

Council Policies- The Clerk has been working with Councillor Mann to update/ create policies for the Council. To be brought to the September meeting for discussion and approval.

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None  

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. DA/22//00012/FUL- Former Alfan Lane Gospel Church
Permission refused
ii. DA/22/00354/FUL- 40 Clayton Croft Road
Permission granted
iii. DA/22/00353/LDC- 1 Fernheath Way
Certified as Lawful
iv. DA/22/00386/FUL- 192 Summerhouse Drive
Permission granted
v. DA/22/00341/FUL- 1 The Close
Permission granted
vi. DA/22/00442/TPO- 224 Summerhouse Drive
Consent granted
vii. DA/22/00128/FUL- 37 Capel Place
Permission refused
viii. DA/22/00440/TPO- 140 Birchwood Road
Consent refused
ix. DA/21/01638/FUL- 2 Cherry Tree Lane
Permission granted
x. DA/22/00462/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
xi. DA/21/01765/FUL- 102 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
xii. DA/22/00467/TPO- Wilmington Manor Nursing Home
Consent granted
xiii. DA/22/00504/FUL- 23 Fernheath Way
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/21/00159/FUL- Land Rear of 59 Norfield Road

DA/21/01864/FUL- Erection of a replacement front boundary wall, fencing and gates as well as associated works (part retrospective)

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 
[bookmark: _Hlk62388179][bookmark: _Hlk99631366]
i. Wilmington Primary School recently took part in a litter pick of the Common was noted.
ii. Having been circulated to Members, the receipt of the National Bus Strategy Update was noted.
iii. Having been circulated to Members, the receipt of the Summer Edition of Oast to Coast was noted
iv. Thanks was given to Cllr Garden for all his work on Capel Place.


The following publications were available to any Member on request –
Clerks and Councils Direct
The Clerk Magazine
Oast to Coast


[bookmark: _Hlk89774838]
Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.30pm
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