WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

[bookmark: _Hlk89772086][bookmark: _Hlk95297498]Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill, (Chairman); Mrs S Brown (Vice Chair); Mrs M Peters; Mr B Garden; Mr S Parsons; Mr J Swift and Mr J Beschizza.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Ms T Jones gave apologies prior to the meeting.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
None. 
2 (a) Public Participation
The Chairman changed the order of 2 (a) and 3 as there was one member of public in attendance.
Councillor Mr K Stealey.

3. Co- option
There were 3 applicants for the vacancy of Maypole and Leyton Cross Ward. Members discussed the applications and then voted.
It was noted that the Co-option Policy (Nov 21) had not been followed regarding the voting procedure and Members requested a secret ballot not a show of hands. This was approved by the Chair. 
Members requested that a copy of the Standing Orders and Co-option Policy were sent electronically following the meeting and agreed that the matter would be discussed further at the April Meeting of the Council.
Mr David Mann was elected as the Member for the Maypole and Leyton Cross Ward. 
The Clerk agreed to inform all applicants of the outcome and to issue to relevant papers to Mr Mann for signing. 

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd February 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Vice Chair announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 28th February 2022 were approved.
(b) Covid 19- Local Recovery Fund

It was noted that the bid made to Kent County Council’s Covid- 19 Local Recovery Fund for £500.00 towards improving the hygiene facilities at the Pavilion had been successful.

(c) BACS Authority

The inclusion of Starboard Systems Limited (Scribe), Temple Cleaning Company and Metal Work Maintenance on the list of Payees whose invoices can be settled by BACS was approved.

(d) Scribe Accounting Software

The purchase of Scribe accounts software was noted.  
The Clerk agreed to review the system in 9- 12 months and report back to Council. 

(e) Capacity Building Fund

It was noted that the payment of £1,790 had been received. 

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects 

i. It was noted that the Groundsman had identified the posts that would need replacing and this would be looked at in due course depending on budget and monies available.
ii. It was also noted that the Groundsman is carrying out a review and that the Clerk had contacted KCC to check ownership/ responsibility of the concrete posts. Once known the Clerk would report back to the Council.

(b) Parish Highways Improvement Plan (ongoing)

Councillor Swift gave a verbal update advising that progression had been made and that the KCC Senior Project Manager would look to take things forward in due course.

(c) The Pound

Following a discussion Councillor Garden suggested that the Clerk contact Dartford Borough Council’s Planning Department to establish whether planning permission is required to raise the height of the wall. 
Once DBC had confirmed then the item would be brought back to Council for further discussions.

(d) 2023 Boundary Review

After a discussion it was agreed that no further comments were to be submitted.
It was noted that the Clerk had updated the community with instructions on how to submit a response.  

(e) Code of Conduct

It was noted that the revised Code of Conduct had been signed by all Members and copies submitted to Dartford Borough Council.

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair- Councillor Pickersgill advised that the meeting did not take place on 16th February 2022 and a meeting will now take place in March 2022.

The Queens Jubilee- It was agreed that the Clerk would release communication to residents encouraging them to hold a street party, instructions for requesting a road closure through KCC and to use the park over the Jubilee weekend with provisions being made for increased rubbish collection.

Members also suggested the Parish plant a tree or a plaque to celebrate the Jubilee with final decisions being made at the April Meeting of the Council.

Wilmington Spring Clean 2022- Cllr Brown confirmed the date 12th March. 

(b) Byelaws

Having received a briefing paper prior to the Meeting, Members agreed that no further action would be taken given the amount of work involved and the little gain and the Byelaws would stay as they are.

(c) Parochial Charity

No volunteers came forward and Members agreed that the local resident who had approached the charities Secretary would be suitable to fill the role. 
The Clerk confirmed she would let the Secretary know. 

(d) Damaged Barrier Oakfield Park

It was noted that the barrier had been fixed by Metal Work Maintenance at a cost of £1,080.00 net of VAT.

(e)  Gate Oakfield Park

It was noted that the work to the gate at the entrance to Oakfield Park had not yet been completed due to a missing part but would be completed by end of March 2022.

(f) Cleaner

The appointment of a Cleaner for Oakfield Park Pavilion was noted with duties having already commenced on 17th February 2022.


9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. DA/22/00097/TRCON- The White House, Church Hill, Wilmington
Notification for G1. Sycamore - Re pollard removing all regrowth back to previous points; T2. Cedar - Thin by 20%; G3. Conifer - Reduce hedge in height by approximately 1m in height. Current estimated height 6m leaving at 5m within Church Hill Conservation Area
[bookmark: _Hlk98848815]No comments/ observations

ii. DA/22/00118/TPO- In front of 21 Monks Orchard
Application for T1 - Oak To carry out a crown reduction cutting back all regrowth from the previous works carried out - the height reduction seems to be approximate 3 to 4 metres and the remaining canopy by 2-3 metres subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 1995
No comments/ observations

iii. DA/22/00152/FUL- Fortuna, 13 Faesten Way, Bexley
Erection of a single storey side/rear extension and incorporating demolition of existing detached garage
No comments/ observations

iv. DA/22/00130/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
[bookmark: _Hlk96508049]Application for 2 x Hollys overhanging new fence: Dismantle/fell to near ground level and poison and Large Sycamore limb (lowest limb with powerline running near trunk): Cut back to within boundary subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 2016
No comments/ observations

v. DA/22/00172/TPO- Paxwood House, Rowhill Road
Application for T4. young Oak tree (adj to and in front on holiday house) -Lightly prune back a number of minor limbs to leave a clearance from the roof of 2 metres; T5. Lawson Cypress (left hand flank of the holiday house overhanging covered area) - Prune back minor limbs to leave a clearance from the roof of 2 metres: T6 Mature Oak tree (adj to rear left corner of holiday house) - Prune back to leave a clearance of two metres from any part of the roof or walling; T7. group of Beech trees (rear of holiday cottage) - Prune back all limbs to leave a clearance from the roof line or any part of the wall, of 2 metres all subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 1978
[bookmark: _Hlk98922725]No comments/ observations

vi. DA/22/00199/TPO- North Kent College, Oakfield Lane
Application to remove tree T014 (which came down during the storm), T003 Lime-remove deadwood, T004 Oak-raise low canopy, T006 remove dead tree, T007 Prunus-cut back to allow 3m clearance, T008 Silver Birch - fell tree, T010 Oak - fell dead tree, T015 Beech - Fell tree, T016 Maple - fell tree, T017 fell dead tree, T029 Silver Birch - fell trees, T032, T033, T036 Pine, T037 Pine, T038 Cherry, T040, T046, T047 Willow - fell trees subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 2017
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/0219/FUL- The Anchorage, Church Hill, Wilmington
Relocation of access and installation of a drop kerb
No comments/ observations

viii. DA/22/00192/FUL- 3 Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Lane
Erection of two detached cart lodge garages (one to be used as a garage and the other as a domestic workshop/ storage area)
No comments/observations

10. Chairman’s Updates

None

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor Garden gave an update on the Fasttrack Bus Service route 477 and 414.
It was noted that the subject was being handled by the Parish Representative at the Joint Transport Board of Dartford Borough Council.

Councillor Brown announced ‘Grow Your Own Initiative’ where schools in the Parish will be invited to take part in growing sunflowers with seeds being provided by the Parish Council. 

Councillor Beschizza advised that the Parochial Charity had been approached by Evergreen Care for a grant towards opening and ongoing expenses for an Elderberries Centre- (venue for older people to meet) and whether the Parish would also consider such a request for a grant. 
The Clerk advised that the Charity would need to approach the Clerk in order to request an application form so that the matter could be formally considered at a future Council Meeting. 

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/20/01414/COU- 122 Hawley Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
ii. DA/21/018269/FUL- 2 Dene Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
iii. DA/21/01858/FUL- 1 The Close, Wilmington
Permission granted
iv. DA/21/01432/FUL- 26 Common Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted
v. DA/21/01707/FUL- 14 High Road, Wilmington	
Permission granted
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/21/00124/FUL- 57 Birchwood Road

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

i. The receipt of the email sent for refresher Code of Conduct Training at DBC was noted. 
ii. The receipt of Parish Newsletter from PCSO Joe Smith was noted.
iii. It was noted that the Clerk had submitted a response to Dartford’s Community Safety Priorities- Public Consultation 2022


The following publications were available to any Member on request –
None 
[bookmark: _Hlk89774838]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.45pm
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