
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 7th September 2022 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Cllrs Garden, Jones and Mann gave apologies prior to the Agenda being distributed. 
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation
To respond to any questions asked or comments made by any resident either prior to or at the Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2022 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

5. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.

6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st July and 31st August 2022. (to follow)

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Financial Statements be approved

(b) Cambridge and Counties Bank 
[bookmark: _Hlk106269639]To note that:
i. the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank has increased from 1.3% to 1.8% effective from 5th August 2022. 
[bookmark: _Hlk66694865]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Parish Clerk 

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
RECOMMENDATION – That matter be noted


(d) Fallen Branch

To note that it has been reported to the Parish Clerk that a tree branch has fallen in Parsons Lane and caused damaged to a parked car.
The Clerk has completed a report and passed all information over to the Council’s Insurers who will contact the third party involved. The Clerk will report back to the Council in due course.
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted


7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

To consider any suggestions made for future projects.

[bookmark: _Hlk86153598][bookmark: _Hlk107316204]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate

(b) The Pound (Ongoing)

Having read a briefing paper prior to the Meeting to decide whether the Council wishes to take on the responsibility of the wall at the Pound and complete the required repair at a cost of £1,280.00.
[bookmark: _Hlk95993231]RECOMMENDATION – That the Council accepts responsibility for wall and progresses with the required repair.



(c) Church Walk Junction with Church Hill- (HIP)

To note following Councillor Swift’s meeting with KCC Highways Officer works to Church Walk Junction are underway with installation of a Solar panelled signed that illuminates when speeding. The remaining works will be completed in the following months.
[bookmark: _Hlk112928839]RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d) Flagpole at Oakfield Park

To note that the Full Planning Application and additional scaled drawings have been submitted to Dartford Borough Council.

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted


8. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair took place on 29th August 2022- To receive a verbal update from Councillor Pickersgill.

Pre School Allotment- Due to commence Autumn 2022. Facebook appeal for gardening equipment, pots etc.

Benches in Oakfield Park- Ongoing and will be replaced as and when.

Playplace Summer Activities Oakfield Park- To receive a verbal update from Councillor Brown.

Wilmington Big Clean- 24th September 2022

Keep Britain Tidy- Posters received and to be put up around village during September.

Queens Green Canopy- Wildflower Meadow and Orchard in Oakfield Park, To commence end of 2022. Plans to follow.

Wooden and Concrete Bollards- To note the Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes and will report back to Council in due course.

(b) New Initiatives- 

Christmas 2022- To receive a verbal update from Councillor Brown

To receive any other ideas from Members

[bookmark: _Hlk60904999][bookmark: _Hlk75501479][bookmark: _Hlk112848635][bookmark: _Hlk73086097][bookmark: _Hlk92358090]RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate



(c) Street Light Shields

Having received a briefing paper prior to the Meeting to consider the request for shields to be added to x2 Council Owned Street lights off Alfan Lane.

AABX002- Ro 176 Birchwood Road
AABX302- Gospel Church Hall

At a cost of approx. £435.00 + VAT being met by the local resident. 

[bookmark: _Hlk67578327]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made


(d) Consultation on Procedure for Vacancies

Following the report issued to Members on 27th July 2022 by email to consider whether Members with to formulate a response in respect of Borough Consultation for filling Parish/ Town Councillor vacancies after ordinary elections and where Parish/ Town Council is inquorate.

RECOMMENDATION – That the Members consider whether they wish to submit a response. Closing date 26th September 2022

(e) Policy Review

Having read a briefing note from Cllr Mann prior to the Meeting to note receipt of the following policies:

Data Protection Policy
Freedom of Information form
Reserves Policy
Disciplinary Policy
Equal Opportunities Policy
Assaults on Staff Policy

RECOMMENDATION – To note receipt of the policies for review and adoption at the October Meeting of the Council


(f) Free Trees

To note that Kent County Council have been offering free Tree bundles to individuals and organisations.
The Clerk has made an application for Chalk bundle which includes 20 plants with a mixture of Beech, Wild Cherry, Hazel, Large leaved Lime, Juniper, Purging Buckthorn, Burnet Rose and Spindle.
And will be notified by end of September to whether the Council have been successful. 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and actions taken as appropriate


9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. DA/22/00833/TPO- Wilmington Manor Nursing Home
Application for 2 Beech trees and 1 Oak in G1 to prune back to boundary line by 3m in width, cut back as close to boundary line (where possible), maintaining balanced crown and reducing to growth points subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1989
No comments/ observations

ii. DA/22/00945/FUL- 2 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
No comments/ observations 

iii. DA/22/00864/FUL- 104 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Provision of an electric sliding gate, timber panel & brick wall on front boundary
Comments submitted- The Parish Council notes that the distance between the gate and the public roadway seems to be less than 5 meters thus vehicles entering from this 40mph road may not be able to fully exit the road while awaiting gate opening.  Request gate be located further into the site.

iv. DA22/00872/TPO- 87 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Application for Large Sweet Chestnut in rear garden: Reduce the height of the crown by approx 5m, Reduce the lateral branches by approx 3m (as per annotated photo) maintaining form and shape, Lift crown to approx 4m, crown clean by removing significant dead wood, minor crossing and rubbing branches and epicormic growth subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957
No comments/ observations 

v. DA/2/00838/FUL- Rear of 66 and 68 Joydens Wood Road
Erection of 4 No. 4 bedroom chalet style detached bungalows, with associated parking space, bin and cycle storage and amenity space and demolition of an existing garage to facilitate creation of an access road
Comments submitted- The Parish Council notes that this application is wholly within residential garden land, is not within Dartford’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and consequently is a windfall site against which any benefit of the development has to be measured. The Council has seen no special circumstances nor overall benefit that can justify this minimal addition of 4 residences within the Borough of Dartford.  Many comparable residences are already available,or are incorporated in the developments comprising the Borough’s approved 5 year development plan.
The site contains 11 protected trees together with an additional one overhanging from an adjacent site, and another mature, possibly unprotected tree, and many others all of which are assessed as being in fair or good condition.  While not all of the protected trees are detailed on the site plan, three of them are detailed for felling, and the roots of two others may lie within the areas of proposed buildings. Of particular concern is tree T3 which is a very large mature tree within a row of similar mature oaks, all facing Joydens Wood Road. Felling this tree to provide a 3.6 m access to the proposed development, and to eliminate the screening of the adjacent streetlight would be significantly detrimental to the local street scene.  Additionally, tree T9 is omitted from the plans and would appear to be on the location of two of the proposed buildings. The council wish to raise a strong objection to the loss of trees in an environment characterized by the retention of many trees originating from the ancient woodland of Joydens Wood.
The Council notes the length of the single width access drive. There is a risk that vehicles meeting on the drive may result in an entering vehicle reversing onto the public road, consequently the Council suggest increasing the width. The application indicates that the access width, i(f not increased) may be suitable for a fire engine, and the proposed private refuse collection vehicle; the Council requests swept path diagrams to ensure that these and other users of the access drive may enter and exit in a forward motion.  The application indicates a 1800 m fence on both sides of this access.  This will result in unacceptable visibility onto Joydens Wood Road, a road servicing a nearby school.  Visibility splay diagrams are requested.
In the context of recent previous applications, the Planning Inspectorate indicated” the appeal site is not particularly accessible and for many trips travel choice would be limited”. With the reduction in the 429 service since that report, the inspector’s conclusion is even more valid, resulting in the application not enabling a modal shift to public transport and adversely affecting the sustainability of the site.
There is no ecology report associated with the application. Ecological work on previous applications indicated that the site contains habitats and features of potential ecological value. Consequently, the Council expresses concern at the possible loss of biodiversity
While recognizing that drainage is not a planning consideration, being aware that the main sewerage drain from Joydens Wood Road passes through this site, and is blocked frequently, the Council believes that formal plans of the drainage systems be produced against which the siting of the 4 new buildings be compared.
The application proposes a row of trees along the boundary with Wood Close. Should this application succeed, the Council suggest a clause to ensure that the new owners maintain these trees in such a way that there is no overhanging into the rear gardens of Wood Close.

vi. DA/22/00706/FUL- 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Demolition of side lean-to and existing outbuilding, Erection of a two storey rear and side extension, alterations and raising of roof to a gable at the front and rear to provide additional rooms in the roof space, sunken balcony to second floor rear and Juliet balconies to first floor, single storey rear extension and construction of a basement under this extension to include a swimming pool and a detached outbuilding to provide an outside study and games / play room
No comments/ observations

vii. DA/22/00944/FUL- Greenwood Manor, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Erection of a two storey front extension

viii. DA/2200980/FUL-4 Taylor Row, Wilmington
Conversion of existing garage/ storage space into habitable room with associated alterations to front elevation

ix. DA/22/00993/FUL- 7 Faesten Way, Bexley
Erection of a single storey side and rear extension, re- location of entrance door to front and front and side elevation
Comments submitted-The Parish Council notes that the development will remove existing car parking spaces at the side of the house and requests that additional parking facilities be created at the front of the house the meet DBC Parking Standards and to avoid on street parking at this T junction.  

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any comments or observation made to the Planning Authority

10. Chairman’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chairman-
Wilmington Hall Farm
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted


11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda 
for the October Meeting of the Council


12. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. DA/22/00544/FUL- 16 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
ii. DA/22/00569/FUL- 12 Brackendene
Permission granted
iii. DA/22/00651/TPO- 6 Tredegar Road
Consent granted
iv. DA/17/01493/FUL- 106 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
v. DA/22/00481/FUL- 230 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
vi. DA/22/00610/FUL- 7 Langworth Close
Permission granted
vii. DA/22/00687/FUL- 40 Common Lane
Prior approval required and refused
viii. DA/22/00632/FUL- 76 Joydens Wood Road
Permission granted
ix. DA/22/00631/FUL- 91 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
x. DA/22/00627/TPO- Woodlands Lodge, Rowhill Road
Consent granted
xi. DA/22/00571/FUL- 52 Birchwood Road
Permission refused
xii. DA/21/00916/COU- Wilmington Evangelical Free Church, 39 Broad Lane
Permission granted
xiii. DA/22/00776/TPO- 226 Summerhouse Drive
Consent granted
xiv. DA/22/00765/FUL- 53 Squires Way
Permission granted
xv. DA/22/00796/TPO- Wilmington Grammar School for Girls
Consent granted
xvi. DA/22/00708/TPO- Wilmington House, Church Walk
Consent granted
xvii. DA/22/00233/FUL- Winterbrook, Oakfield Lane
Permission refused
xviii. DA/22/00296/FUL- Sterling, Rowhill Road
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

None  

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

None  

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
Clerks and Councils Direct
The Clerk Magazine
Countryside Voices
[bookmark: _Hlk72919917]
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