WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th April 2022                   commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk54158899]Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

[bookmark: _Hlk89772086][bookmark: _Hlk95297498]Members Present: Mr D Pickersgill, (Chairman); Mr S Parsons; Ms T Jones; Mr D Mann and Mr J Beschizza.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Mrs M Peters, Mrs S Brown, Mr B Garden and Mr J Swift gave apologies prior to the meeting.
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
None. 
2 (a) Councillor Mr David Mann
The Chairman formally welcomed Cllr David Mann to the Council. 

3. Public Participation
Dartford Borough Council Councillor Mr George Holt.

4. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd March 2022 were approved and adopted as a true record.
5.   Urgent Items
The Chair announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.
6.   Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st March 2022 were approved.
(b) Air Ambulance Appeal

The request for a donation of £50.00 to the Air Ambulance Appeal, was agreed.

(c) Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)

The payment of £215.00 for the Clerks Membership of SLCC was noted.

7. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) 2021/22 and 2022/23 Projects 

It was noted that there were no current updates and the Clerk would report back in due course. 

(b) The Pound

It was noted that the resident would not increase the height of the wall and would advise the Council ASAP when the works will be completed.

It was further noted that the Groundsman had removed the green plaque and returned the plaque to the pavilion for safe keeping.

(c) Co- Option Policy and Standing Orders

Following a lengthy discussion Councillors did not accept the recommendation that the Co-option Policy and Standing Orders remained as they were and all voted that they are amended to state that when voting on co-option that vote is to be held by a secret ballot.

The Clerk advised Members that due to 6 month rule to rescind a resolution the Co-option Policy and Standing Order documents would be brought back to Council for a decision at the May Meeting. 

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

Wilmington Fair- Council received a verbal update from Councillor Pickergill.

The Queens Jubilee- There were no further ideas from Members. It was noted that the Clerk had applied to the Queens Green Canopy Project and would report back to Council in due course, noting that the tree planting would not start until October. 

Wilmington Spring Clean 2022- Council received a verbal update from Councillor Pickersgill noting that the litter pick was well attended with plenty of rubbish collected and a special thanks to all Councillors involved and Dartford Borough Council’s Waste Team for assistance. 

(b) Annual and May Meeting of the Council

The date of the Annual Meeting being Wednesday 18th May 2022 was noted. 

It was agreed that in the absence of the June Meeting of the Council, delegated authority to make a decision on any matter would be given to the Chairman and the Vice- Chairman in conjunction with the Clerk and should a decision be required on a financial matter it was agreed that the power be extended to include the Lead Member of Finance.


(c) Ann Allen MBE Thanksgiving Service

The date of the service was noted as being Wednesday 25th May 2022.

The Clerk advised that she had approached Go Coach, DJ Coaches and Arriva asking if they could donate a coach and driver for the day.
Details of the Service would be posted on the Council’s website and Facebook Page. 

(d) Public Spaces Protection Order- Nuisance Vehicles

It was noted that the Clerk had submitted a response on behalf of the Council based on nuisance vehicles in Oakfield Park.

(e)  Flagpole Oakfield Park

To note that Clerk advised that since the writing of the briefing paper, Dartford Borough Council had confirmed that Planning Permission would be required for the installation of a Flagpole. 

The Council agreed to proceed with planning permission and once sought instruct The Flag Consultancy Ltd to supply and install the Flagpole with funds to be taken from the Council’s CIL fund.

(f) Proposed restructure of Sir Thomas Smythe’s Charity

The Clerk gave a verbal update on behalf of Councillor Peters.


9. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Applications were considered with any comments already submitted to the Planning Authority noted. The Clerk was instructed to submit any comments or observations made on other Applications to the Planning Authority being

i. DA/22/00293/TRCON- St Michaels Church, Church Hill
Notification to fell 2 No. Sycamore trees (G1) to ground level within Church Hill Conservation Area.
[bookmark: _Hlk99354390]No comments/ observations 

ii. DA/22/00233/FUL- Winterbrook, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington
Construction of two drive to the frontage (retrospective application)
No comments/ observations 

iii. DA/22/00041/VCOM- Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road
Application for variation of condition 2 of planning permission DA/19/00346/FUL in respect of new windows to side elevation and loft room with rooflights to pitched roof and provision of rooms within roof space.
Comments submitted- The Parish Council notes the presence of many windows on the side walls of the new building. Such windows will create an overlooking impression, whether of obscure glass or not. Being virtually on the site boundary wall, their presence and may introduce an impediment to possible sideways extension of immediately neighbouring properties.

iv. DA/22/00238/FUL- 31 Wallis Close, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension and first floor side extension over existing garage. Converting the garage into a habitable room with associated alterations to front elevation
No comments/ observations 

v. DA/22/00263/FUL- 30 Brackendene, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey front extension & porch, single storey rear extension with pergola. Roof alterations comprising rear and front dormer windows in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space
Comments submitted- The Parish Council notes that this revised application fully addresses the need for the street frontage to be compatible with other buildings in the area. To secure privacy within the rear garden of No 32, the Council suggests that appropriate fencing to be installed along the boundary facing the dining area's bi fold doors.

vi. DA/22/00128/FUL- 37 Capel Place, Wilmington
Erection of a detached 3 bedroom house
No comments/ observations 

vii. DA/22/00147/FUL- Doone Cottage, Church Walk, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear extension
[bookmark: _Hlk101789317]No comments/ observations 

viii. DA/22/00271/FUL- 196 Birchwood Road
Loft extension incorporating front, side and rear dormer windows in connection with providing additional habitable space in the roof
Comments submitted- The Parish Council feels that the addition of two large dormer windows on only half of the frontage of this semi detached bungalow will create an unbalanced aspect to the detriment of the street scene.

ix. DA/22/00354/FUL- 40 Clayton Croft Road, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey side and rear extension
No comments/ observations 

x. DA/22/00326/FUL- Hulse Orchard, Common Lane, Wilmington
Erection of a single storey rear/infill extension
No comments/ observations 

xi. DA/22/00296/FUL- Sterling, Rowhill Road, Wilmington
Erection of brick boundary walls and gates on north east and south east boundaries (alternative 21/00710/FUL- retrospective application)
No comments/ observations 

10. Chairman’s Updates

None

11. Ward Matters Raised by Members

None 

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk32561995][bookmark: _Hlk33163995]DA/21/01629/FUL- Bellingham House, Hook Green Lane
Permission granted
ii. DA/22/00019/TPO- 28,29,30 & 32 The Spires
Consent granted
iii. DA/22/00097/TRCON- The White House, Church Hill
No objection
iv. DA/21/01850/FUL- 83 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission refused
v. DA/21/01763/FUL- 17 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Permission granted
vi. DA/22/00039/FUL- 100 Birchwood Road
Permission granted
vii. DA/21/01874/FUL- 71 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Permission granted
viii. DA/21/01782/FUL- 3 Church Field, Wilmington
Permission refused
ix. DA/22/00107/LDC- 40 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Certified as lawful
x. DA/22/00047/FUL- 54 Broad Lane, Wilmington
Permission granted

(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Lodged

DA/21/00792/FUL- 29 Squires Way

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

i. The receipt of the email regarding Polling District & Polling Place Review 2022 was noted.
ii. Publication of the new timetable for the 477 Bus route on the Council’s Website and Facebook page was noted. 


The following publications were available to any Member on request –
None 
[bookmark: _Hlk89774838]Signed ……………………
            Parish Chairman
Meeting concluded at 8.15pm
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