
WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th September 2023 at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None as at the time of distribution
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation

(a) Hanging Baskets

To consider a request from a resident (See Briefing Paper)

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Dartford Borough Council and Kent County Council

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th July 2023 and adopt as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed.


7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for each of the two months ended 31 July 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved
[bookmark: _Hlk126061730]
(b) Change in Interest Rate
To note that the interest rate on the Council’s account with Cambridge and Counties Bank increased from 3.5% to 3.8% with effect from 4th July 2023 and further increased to 4.05% with effect from 9th August 2023
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted	
(c) Bank Signatories

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(d) Public Liability Claim

[bookmark: _Hlk137802787]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(e) Urbaser
To note and accept an advised 8% increase in the cost of the collection of refuse from Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove
RECOMMENDATION – That the increase be noted and approved
(f) Insurance Renewal
To note receipt of the renewal documents in respect of the Council's Insurance Policy and, having noted the introduction of exclusions in respect of claims arising from employees' dishonesty, cyber and computer virus attacks, to approve the renewal of the Policy at a premium charge of £2,911.02
 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Policy be renewed



    
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

  2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

(a) Playground and Gym Equipment Oakfield Park                                     

Longer term project, No update

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future

         To consider the formation of a Working Party to take the matter forward
[bookmark: _Hlk126069052]RECOMMENDATION – That a Working Party be formed

(c) South & South East in Bloom
To note that the S&SEiB Award Ceremony is to be held at RHS Wisley and that Councillor Sandhu is to attend on behalf of the Council
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted
9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives- Incoming Quarter 2 2023

i. Autumn Big Clean

To agree the date of and the organisation for the Autumn Big Clean 

ii. Wilmington Fair 2023

(a) Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to note receipt of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Fair Committee held on 18th July and 24th August 2023
(b) To receive a report from the Council’s Representative on the Wilmington Fair Committee 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters/reports be noted and appropriate action taken on any decisions made 

(b) Honorary Freedom of the Parish

To agree the arrangements for the presentation of the Honorary Freedom of the Parish scrolls

RECOMMENDATION – That the arrangements made be noted and areas of responsibility decided
[bookmark: _Hlk137804735]

(c) New Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk137803038]To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

(d) Remembrance Day November 12th 2023
To note that the following matters have been confirmed/arranged –
i attendance of bugler
ii attendance of RBL Standard Bearer
iii attendance of Reverend Carl Chambers
iv availability of Memorial Hall for refreshments after Wreath Laying Service
v preparation/serving of refreshments by Wilmington WI
vi ordering of RBL Wreaths and
vii detail of the Chairman’s Reading at the St Michael Church Service will be sent to the Clerk nearer to the date  

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(e) Oakfield Primary School Planters
Following Members’ agreement to the removal of the Oakfield Primary School Planters, to consider a suggestion for the placing of a bench at one of the vacant spots noting that –
i. this would require the permission of Kent Highways Services
ii. it would lead to further deterioration of the verge and
iii. the cost could, be met from CIL payments held

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(f) Playground Inspection Report
Having received the Report of the Playground Inspections conducted at both Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove on 16th July 2023, to consider a Briefing Paper on the condition of certain items of play equipment assessed as being a 'Medium Health & Safety' Risk' and agree the actions to be taken
Recommendation - The Clerk to act in accordance with the decisions made
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]



(g) Proposed Main Modification to the Dartford Local Plan Consultation

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of a Consultation on proposed main modifications to Dartford’s Local Plan and consider whether any response is to be made

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(h) Unregistered Land Adjacent to Oakfield Park
To consider a Briefing Paper on Unregistered land Adjacent to Oakfield Park
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made
(i) Website

i. To note that the Council’s website provider is to no longer provide a free service and that, with effect from 20th September 2023, there will be a monthly charge of £19.99 + VAT for the ‘package the Council currently has
ii. To consider establishing a Working Party to consider the creation of a bespoke Council website and
iii. To agree to continue with the current provider until such time as a decision is made regarding the creation of a bespoke website

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made 
(j) Allotments
Having been circulated in advance of the Meeting, to consider a Briefing Paper on the current state of the Allotments and future plans
RECOMMENDATION – The Clerk to act on the decisions made
(k) Trees
i. To consider an offer by a local Landscaping Company to supply and plant 2-5 ‘complimentary’ trees on a site specified by the Council as part of the Company’s Community Engagement Programme (Note - The specie of tree would be dependent on the stock held by the Company at the time of planting but is currently Capinus betulos [European Hornbeam]) and

ii. Should the offer be accepted and having regard to the initial care needed, to consider where the trees are to be planted.
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decisions made
(l) January 2024 Meeting of the Council

To note that, as notified to and agreed by the HR Working Group, the Clerk will be absent from the Office from 6th December 2023 to 15th January 2024 (inclusive) and, as a result, it will be necessary to consider the date of the January 2024 Meeting of the Council which is currently set for 10th January 2024. 
To agree that the Meeting be deferred by two weeks to 24th January 2024 noting that – 

· A deferral of the Meeting by one week to 17th January 2024 is not possible as the required timing of the summons to the Meeting cannot be satisfied and 
· a January Meeting must be held as the Council’s Budget for 2024/25 needs to be agreed for timeous submission to the Billing Authority (normally the last Friday of January) 

RECOMMEMDATION – That, for the reasons given, the January 2024 Meeting of the Council be deferred to 24th January 2024. 

(m) Council’s Tractors and Mowers

To receive a written report on the position regarding the Council’s tractor and mowers and consider the conclusions
RECOMMENDATION – That the Report be noted and the conclusions endorsed

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135733437]DA/23/00677/FUL – 1 Powder Mill Lane, Wilmington                           Erection of a new porch to replace existing porch

ii. DA/23/00884/FUL – 32 Warren Road, Wilmington Conversion of garage into habitable room and erection of a single storey side extension

iii. DA/23/00785/FUL – Land North of Edwin Road                                 Full planning application for the change of use of the land for recreational equine uses and the erection of stables, tack room, workshop, storage sheds and a caravan (tearoom) (retrospective application) on land to the north of Martin Road and Edwin Road, Wilmington 

With the agreement of the majority of Members the following response submitted on 8th August 2023

The Parish Council notes that the Development Site is designated in Dartford Borough’s Council’s Local Plan as an ‘Open Green Space’ and believes that, together with the ‘green ransom strips’ down Martin Road, this designation was introduced to prevent development of the Site with any increase in traffic movement considered by Kent Highway Services to be unacceptable. The Parish Council is concerned that, what appears to be an intensification of the use of the Site, may result in the purpose of the limitations imposed being negated, 

The Parish Council is concerned that there is little information within the Application as to what is meant by ‘recreational equine uses’ and believes there to be a need for this to be fully explored to ensure that no commercial activities exist or will be introduced. Should the recommendation on the Application be one of Approval the Parish Council requests that this be subject to a Condition that no commercial use of the Site shall be permitted. 

IV. DA/23/00932/FUL – Rowhill Mount, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                                                                       Part-retrospective planning application for the erection of a replacement front boundary wall, fencing and gates, as well as associated works

V. DA/23/00855/FUL – 200 birchwood Road, Wilmington Raising height of roof and erection of a two-storey side and rear extension, alterations to front elevation, provision of dormer window in rear elevation and roof lights in side roof slopes in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space

VI. DA/23/00949/FUL – 196 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Erection of a detached single storey building to provide garden annex

VII. DA/23/00964/OUT – Land Adjacent 16 Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                                                  Outline application with all matter reserved for the erection of a detached dwelling
                  
[bookmark: _Hlk62388164][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the submission of any comments agreed during the Summer Recess be noted and that the Clerk submits any comments or observation made during the Meeting to the Planning Authority



11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions
To note decisions made by the Borough Council being - 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412]DA/23/00449/LDC – 3 Manor Close, Wilmington 
          Lawful Development Certificate Refused
ii. DA/23/00562/FUL – 28 Manor Close, Wilmington                                                           Permission Granted
iii. DA/23/00647/PDE – 64 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                               Permitted Development Confirmed
iv. DA/23/00463/TPO – Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                  Consent Granted
v. DA/23/00551/FUL – 8 Burr Bank Terrace, Barn End Lane, Wilmington                                                                 Permission Granted
vi. DA/23/00593/LDC – 13 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                               Lawful Development Certified
vii. DA/23/00592/FUL – 13 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                       Permission Refused 
viii. DA/22/01364/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                     Permission Refused
ix. DA/23/00387/FUL – 56 Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                           Permission Granted
x. DA/23/00646/TPO – The Vicarage, 1 Curates Walk, Wilmington                                                              Consent Granted
xi. DA/23/00521/FUL – 8 The Close, Wilmington Permission Granted
xii. DA/23/00708/FUL – 13 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                                      Permission Granted
xiii. DA/23/00539/FUL 15 Edwin Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
xiv. DA/23/00380/FUL – 2 New Barn Cottages, Barn End Lane, Wilmington                                            Permission Refused 
xv. DA/23/00765/TPO – 132 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                        Consent Granted
xvi. DA/23/00781/TPO – 55 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                                     Consent Granted
xvii. DA/23/00786/P3Q – Beacon Hill, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                                              Prior Approval Required and Refused
(b) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i DA/23/00173/FUL                                                52 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington    
ii DA/23/00165/FUL 
206 Birchwood Road, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate, being –

i. having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of South & South East in Bloom Newsletter June 2023
ii. having identified structure damage to the Bus Shelter in Barn End, to note that such remedial action as required will be undertaken and a 3-monthly inspection schedule introduced
iii. having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee Newsletters – June 2023 and July 2023

iv. having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of a letter of thanks from ‘We Are Beams’ for the Donation, as agreed at the July Meeting of the Council and an invitation for Members to visit the Centre	
v. having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of the Kent’s PCC Summer Newsletter
vi. having been circulated to Members, to note receipt of a letter of thanks from Wilmington WI for the Council’s Grant of £250 
vii. to note the arrangements made to meet with Sergeant Steve Gratsy on 5th September 2023 for a presentation on the new North Kent Policing Model

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available to any Member on request –
(i) Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2023
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